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what Quecrsland has dove, Let me read this
extract from the ¢ West Australinn’'—
Authorities in DBriskane estimate that the

Queensland crop of tematoes this season

will total 250,M0 cases, of which 0,000 are

to be pulyed and the halance sohl Fresh.

The Goverument is backing pulping opera-

tions o the extent of £5,000,  From the

whole of the tomato pool operations it is

expected that €50000 wil e realised,
All our enmned tomatoes and tomato saueces
are brousht over here from  the  Eastern
States. Bondigo, T think, is the higgest sup-
plier, and yet this State is seeond to no other
State in Auwstralin with regard to the pro-
duction of the tomatn. As a matter of fact,
I doubt whether there are hetter places in
the Commaonwealth for the growth of the
tomate than Geraldton in the north and any
part of the South-West. With regard to con-
densed milk, all that comesg iromn the Eastern
States,  In Victorin this commodity is not
prepared in one distriet alone; there are fae-
tories all over that State. It was generally
thought that Warrnambool exported potatoes
and mnothing eclse. We have it on the au-
thority of the Press that Warrnamhool, a
little while Laeck, in the course of a weck eox-
ported 40,000 eases of Nestle’s milk for REast-
ern ports by one steamer and 30,000 cases for
Japan and Inde-Uhina  ports by another
steamer. This proves that Warrnambool, if it
ever did, does not now entircly depend on
potato prodnetion. T contend that if the
group settlers, when they cease to draw their
10s. a day allowance, get down to work in
earnest, there is no reason why they should
not make good. At the same time I do not
sec why they shouwld not be given a Common-
wealth or o State bonus.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott: It cannot be done
wnder the Constitution. |

Hon, A, BURVILL: Western Australia is
suffering from the opposition which comes
from the BEastern States. An hon. member
carlier in the debate referred to the State Jm-
plement Works and other trading concerns.
So far as I can see, if there is going to be
continued opposition to factories starting
in this State, there will he nothing else for it
but to go in for further State industries, be-
cause it will be possible by such means only
to fight vested intcrests from the other side
of Australia, which vested interests are now
strangling our secondary industries,. I am
not altogether in favour of State enterprises,
but at the same time something should be
done to destroy unfair competition and dump-
ing which is taking place.

Hon. J. Cornell: Everything will come in
time when you inecrease the population.

Hon. A, BURVILL: We are suffering sev-
erely from the Massey Greene tariff. Tn 1921
this meant £5 18s. 6d. per head, equivalent
to £30 per family, and last year £5 0s. 3164,
per head, or £25 per family. Woestern Aus-
tralia ig the biggest immigration State just
now; we have the greatest area of vaeant land
and ¢an do more for new arrivals than any
other State of Australia. We shall for a
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long thne yet be putting more mency into
Fastern States colters through the tariff. An
hon, mewher deseribed us as a junior partner
inn the Poederation. L think sometimes that we
are only a very poor relation; indeed, I have
thought we were worse thamt that, that we
were simply Lazarus.

On metion by Ilon. F. 1. 8. Willmott, de-
Fate adjourned.

House adjowried at 8.145 pm.
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The SPEAKKR teok the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QRUESTION—I'EEL ESTATE.
Mr. STUBBS asked the Premier: 1, Has

his attention been enlled to an address de-
livered under the auspices of the Fremantle
Business Men’s  Assoviation regarding the

failare of Peel Estate settlers? £, Is the
statement correet?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, As to
the quality of the land, ves. Otherwise,

thoroughly competent officials have been in
charge of operations on Peel Estate, viz,
Mr, E. M. Downs, Agrieultural Adviser; his
agsigtant, Mr. Tonkin; and the Agricultural
Bank Inspector, Mr. Rhodes. The policy is
well defined—dairying and growth of fodder
and root erops. Inexperienced men have not
failed for lack of adviee, A few have proved
unsuitable, as is inevitable in dealing with
large numbers. The State ecan guarantee the
land—it cannot guarantee the men.

QUESTION—OLD MEN'S HOME.

Me. T. THOMSOXN asked the Colonial! See-
retary: 1, With reference to the findings of
the Commission of inquiry inte the manage-
ment of the Old Men’s Home held in 1916,
do the Government intend to put the recom-
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miendation< contaived in this report into p-
eration! 2, If not, why not? 3, Will he lny
the papers, containing the findings of the
eommission of inguiry, on the Table of the
House?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
The rejort by the late Mr, Jull was eon-
sideredd by the Gevernment of the day and his
recommendation sulstantially agreed to. The
Government (il not approve the proposal to
plave the hospital wanl and the Home under
the direct econtrol of a medical superinten-
dent; but the situation wis met by appoint-
ing a local visiting medicnl efficer, who is
available night and day in emergency; and hye
bringing the institntion under the control of
the Medieal Department. 2, Answered by No,
I3, Yeu

QUESTION—ROAD TRAFFIC, PIPIXNG,

Mr. J. THOMSON asked ihe Mlinister for
Works: - 1, Hew many Tengtha and  total
weight of piping lhave heen taken towards
Fremantle by road during the past twelve
months? 2. How many ton miles does this
represent? 3, How wmany miles hackwards
and forwards have been travelled by motor
lorry to do this work? 4, How many miles
have been traveiled by departmental Iorry amd
how many by hired lorry; the total ccst of
each? 5, Would it not have been more ccon-
omical to have sent these pipes by rail sines
they are being laid down clase to the rail-
way? &, How does he make this action coin-
eide with a recent reply to a deputation by
the Premier that he did not favour cncour-
agement of road traffic in opposition to the
railways?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
3,011 pipes--1,066 tona. 2, 6,396. 3, 1,727.
4, By Department 5235 miles, cost £153; by
contractor 1,202 miles, cost £401.  These
figures are for forward journey only. Con-
tractor has backloading (merchandise from
Fremantle to Perth), and Department has
hackloading from State Implement Works to
Perth. 5, No, as economy has to be con-
gidered and cxtra handling aveided. 6, Car-
riage by rail is availed of wherever it can be
fitted into the job in hand,

QUESTION—SURVEYORS UNEM-
PLOYED.

Capt. CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that there are certain surveyors at pre-
sent out of employment in Western Austra-
liat 2, If so, is this because the Surveyor
General has not laid down a sufficient pro-
gramme of work in advance to keep the vari-
ous camps engaged?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.
The temporary stoppage of surveys in the
extreme Sonth-West is due to the exception-
ally heavy rainfall, rendering work impossible
for the time being.
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QUESTION—ESPERANCE NURTH-
WARDS RAILWAY.

Hon. T. WALKER a-ked the Premier: 1,
Has he made fnquiries nx to the rainfall in
the aven between Seaddan and Notseman? 2,
Has he arrived at any vonclusion 25 to the
wisdom amd urgeney of joining the terminuns
of the E-pcranee Nerfrward dine with the
Keate raileny system #f Norsewian!?

The PREMTER replicd. 1, Yes. 2, No.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resmmwed from the 16th August.

Mr, STUBBS (Wagin) [437]: The con-
cluding paragraph of [lis Execllency’s Speech
containg the most important item—

My advisers, believing that finance and
development are the matters of vital im-
portance io the State, will azk Parliament
to devote the greater part of this session
to their consideration.

If the Premier and his Ministers are sincere,
as I believe they were when they put these
words into the Specch, I venture to say all
sections of this House will endeavour to give
them the benefit of their experience, and help
them to bring the State back to what it was
in pre-war days as regards expenditure and
revenue, Qur defieit amounts to about £6,000,-
000, Who can deny that the financial posi-
tion is scrious. If every unit in this House
ix not prepared to assist the Government to
bring about a more ccomomical mcthod of
living than has becn the ease during the last
cight or nine years we shall he called to ac-
count on the hustings. As a business man of
2814 years’ experience in this State I view
with alarm, just as every member must do,
the faets that stare us in the face every year
when the Budget is brought down. It is idie
for any party in the House to blame the
Government or any previons administration
for the present position. The war wasg re-
sponsible for the first step that was taken to
build up the deficit. No Government ean con-
trol the war expenditore, and its effect re-
sulting in so many men leaving the State to
fight for freedom aud liberty. Some 26 years
ago Western Australia, in the eyes of 90 per
cent. of the people of the Eastern States, was
‘“a large tract of land with great sandy
deserts,’’ and this was written across the
centre of it and displayed on the maps iz all
the school buildings. Even the hardy band
of settlers who resided in Wesfern Australia
in these days—not even excepting the opti-
mistic John Forrest—Ilittle dreamed what the
discovery of gold would mean to the State.
At the time gold was first discovered here
Victoria was in a very parlous condition ag
a result of five successive years of drought.
I remember seeing large numbers of travellera
glong the track leading to the city, and wag-
gons drawn by lean horses eoming from the
mallee and other portions of Northern Vie-
teria, every man thinking he could do better
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than he had been doing for the previous five
yeats, when the seed scarcely came above the
ground. The discovery of gold in Western
Australia cansed the people of Vietoria to
look towards us. Those who came here never
regretted the step, because they were able to
send back te Victoria hundreds of thouvsands
of pounds every year to keep their homes
going. For ten years after the opening up of
the goldfields the wonderful amount of wealth
produced from our mines opencd the eyes of
the world to this country. I say, as an agri-
cultural member, it is up to everyone sitting
on this side of the House to evelve some
scheme for the resuwscitation of the gold min-
ing industry. I was deeply interested in the
remarks of the L.eader of the Opposition and
the Premier’s reply thercto. I also heard the
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Cunningham) de-
liver a most interesting speech on the mining
industry, and make many suggestions as to
how it could be gstimulated. Is there any
man pessimistic enough to to say that gold
mining in this State is dead? When c¢onvers-
ing a few days ago with ome of the most
highly respected mine managers on the Gelden
Mile regarding the present depression in the
industry, I learned from him, in reply to my
question as to how it was that mining had
declined in so remarkable a manner during
the past eight or ten years, that there were
several factors, one of which was the high
eost of production. He also made the aston-
ishing statement that Western Australia’s
proportion of gold extracted is ton for ton
the highest in the world at present.

Mr. MeCallum: That is the average?

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, the average, ton for
ton treated. The gentleman with whom T was
speaking is the general manager of ome of
the largest mines on the Golden Mile, 2 man
of vast cxpericnee and a capable man too.
He said there were two or three faetors gov-
crning the position. I said: ‘‘Some people
consider that you do not get half as much
work out of the men as you used to.”’ He
replied: ‘‘To a certain point, that is right.
In the old days, when I was a boy’’—he
gained his experience in the old mining dis-
trict of Bendigo n Vietoria—< ' all the young
fellows had to do a certain amount of work
on the surface, so as to get the hang of min-
ing operations, before being allowed under-
ground.’’ The conditions prevailing then and
now arc totally different. This gentleman
went further and said, ‘1 would not like to
say that half of the men do not do a fair
day’s work, because I believe the physical
condition of many men on the niines to-day
is not nearly as good as it was among the
older and more experienced miners of the
early days.””

Mr. Corboy: Much of that is due to the
fact that those men have been working in the
industry. ’

Mr. STUBBS: That brings me to another
point. TLast session a Bill was presented to
Parliament which passed through both Cham-
hers, T regret the Minister for Mines has not
been able to put inte operation those provi-
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sions relating to miners’ phthisis. If anyone
went occasionally to the Woorcloo Sanatorium
and saw the effects of the ravages of miners’
cemplaing, as illustrated in the paticnts there,
he would agree with me that something should
be done to assist those individuals. It is use-
less to lock the door of the stable after the
horse has gone. Twenty-five years ago I held
a number of shares in mines on the Golden
Mile. Out of some, I did very well; out of
others, I did very badly. When I tock
stock at the cnd of a few years, I found
that T was about £2,000 down. I gave up
dealing in shares and carried on 2 busineas
in Perth coneerning which I knew something.
T dare say that the shares I sold have changed
hands fifty times sinec I disposed of them.
The argument is put up to-day, why do not
some of the wealthy men who made their
money out of mining, do something to relieve
the men who have contracted the terrible
discase of miners’ phthisis? Tf a law had
heen placed on the statute-book 25 or 30 years
ago, compelling mining eompanies who were
making huge profits, to place a proportion in
a reserve fund for such a purpose, it would
kave been a splendid move. The Government
could have been asked to contribute a third
towards the fund to relieve men suffering
from miners’ complaint. It is no use talking
about such a scheme now, beeause the divid-
ends paid away in these days have beer dis-
bursed and the people who reaped the large
dividends then are probably not concerned
with mining now and perhaps do not own a
share. To talk about taxing the mining ¢om-
panies now is futile for such a move would
serve no good purpose. The Minister for
Mines made the statement at Kalgnorlie re-
cently that the Government intended to afford
the mining industry some relief by snpplying
the companies with cheaper water. When I
mentioned that point to the mine manager [
have referred to, he said 'that such a step
would be one in the right Qirection and
would be weleomed by a number of companies
who were now hanging in the balance and
who, unless something were done to assist
them, would be compelled to close down. If
the Minister for Mines can assiast in the dir-
ection he has indicated, the House will be
with him. Even if we have to borrow a eouple
of hundred thourand pounds to assist the min-
ing industry, we should do so. We could
send oub prospecting parties, properly
cquipped and under adequate control, in or-
der to diseover further wealth which I feel
sure exists in many parta of Western Aus-
tralia. The mining industry made Western
Anstralia what it is to-dey and it is up to the
House to help the Government in any dirce-
tion that will prevent the industry from wan-
ing and, on the other hand, to make it flonrish
as it did 20 years or so ago. Surely there is
more than one Golden Mile in Western Ans-
tralia! Some time ago T was a member of
a Parlinmentary party who visited the Kim-
berley distriets, During the course of that
trip we travelled for mile upon mile through
ranges. I am not a geologist, but I have
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travelled throogh most of the goldficlds of
the world. I have no hesitation, therefore,
in saying that at Hall’s Creek—n place where
in the early days 1,000 or 1,500 men were
camped on aluvial gold diggings, many of
them making meonev—ikere are  numer-
ous outcrops of quartz reefs which, T believe,
lave never had a pick in them. Can some
seheme not be devised whereby such an area
can be explored and tested? T trust the Min-
ister for Mines will take up this matter with
the geologists attached to the Mines Depart-
ment and see if we cannot loeate a mine thai
will bring prosperity back to the industry
and give a fillip once more to the wonderful
goldfields. What are those wealthy com-
panies, with offices in Perth, who made thous-
ands and thousanda of pounds during the
war, doing for the industry? How many of
those firms bave spent £5 or £10 in sendini
out prospecting parties?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Very fow,

Mr. STURBS: If a campaign were started
regarding the wining industry, it weuld do
good. Tt iz worth trying I feel keenly the
position many of the towns on the goldfields
are in to-day. The Leader of the Opposition
pointed out in his speech on the Address-in-
reply that there were many families on the
goldfields whose men folk were ont of work.
Tt these men leave the State we will lose a
fine type of citizen, and we will lose them
if we do not do something for them. They
will drift to the Eastern States. Already
we have lost far-too many.

Mr. Davies: Why do you say they drift to
the Eastern States?

AMr. STUBBS: I am told that many of
them have already gone to the Eastern States.

Mr. Davies: s mining better there?

Mr. STUBBS: The position is that the
industry here is in an unsatisfactory state
and eonditions are better over there. Unless
we do somcthing to make the mining industry
more profitahle than it is now, it is only a
question of time when a aumber of mines
that are now working will close down. I
spoke with one pentleman interested in this
question whe had no axe to grind, and he
impressed me with the seriousness of the posi-
tion. Tt is for the House to assist the Gov-
ernment in anything they may do to advance
the industry. T beliere the Government are
sinecere. The Minister for Mines has been
connected with mining all his life. He came
from a mining town and worked in conneetion
with the mining industry as a boy. I appeal
to the Minister to do his best during the
next few months to give an impetus to the
mining industry here. With the advent to
Western Australin of people from all parts
of the world 25 years ago, the greatest atten-
tion was paid to mining. Very littie agricul-
ture was carried on. We imported 95 per
¢ent. of the flour and wheat used in the State
in those days; it came from Viectoria or
Souih Australia, and was landed at Fre-
mantle. Tast year we sent away hetween 11
and 12 million bushels of wheat. The de-
velopirent of the agricultural judustry of

Western Australia reads like a romance. I
am pleased to remind the House that the pres-
ent Premier took a hand in the development
of the agrieultural belts of the State. [a
has donc well. He has now emiburked upon
a migration scheme., One has to travel to
gain knowledge of what is best for one’s own
country and as the result of his recent visit
to other parts ef the world, the Premier has
doubtless become impressed with the neeussity
to increase our population., When we see
our vast empty spaces and remember that
there are countries within three or four days’
sail of our State, where they are teeming
miilions, it makes us realise that if we do not
develop Western Australia with a white popu:
lation, another country not far away will
develop it for us, whether we like it or not,
Sir James Mitehell is working along right
lines in  his endeavour to bring a de-
sirable  type of migrant to  West-
ern Australia. The scheme upon which he
has embarked invelves tremendous cxpendi-
tuve, so that we cun develop the South West.
I apree with him that in the South-West the
country is rich. It reminds me of the Gipps-
land area in Victoria. It has to be remem-
bered, however, that it took three or four
generations to bring the Gippsland conntry
inte subjection, earn interest on the money
involved in its development and attain ity
present standard of produciion. In the ex-
penditure of these vast sums of money we
must remember the position along the Great
Southern railway, I am not parochial iu
dealing with this guestion beeause my argu-
ment applies to all the country from Pingelly
to Katanning. That area embraces a tract
of country that can settle twenty times the
present population. There is a splendid rain-
fall and the climate is second to none in the
State.

Mr. Underwood: What about Kendenup?

Mr, STUBBS: T do net know so much
about Kendenup for I have not been there
so often, nor have I the experience regard-
ing Wendenup that I have regarding the
Great Southern. T am speaking ahout coun-
try T have assisted to develop and know what
can he done there. There is a property close
to the Great Southern railway eontaining
anbout 23,000 acres, practically all freehold.
Of that area from 9,000 to 10,000 acres are
eleared and the rest has been rung for so
many years that a few shillings per aere
would suffice to clear it too. That area could
carry 23 families when one family is
residing now, and no part of that property
is more than seven or eight miles from an
existing Jine. Tt can be bought by the Gov-
ernment for 35s. an acre. This 25000 acres
of country was faken wp some vears ago. Tt
has carried about 1IN000 sheep and between
2,000 and 3,000 acres of crop every year for
the last ten vears to my lmowledge.

Mr. Pickering: And you ean get it for

3582
Mr. STURBBS: Yes, and it has been
turned down by the Government. It wonld

be possihle quite casily to settle 25 families
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on that property at the present time. If hon.
members will accompany me in groups I will
take them to the distriet during weck ends
and show them that what I have told them is
perfeetly trae. They can visit the property
at the cxpense of the town of Wagin and the
member for the district. I guarantee that I
would have no difficoliy in convineing them
that it would pay the Government to acquire
the property for group settlement purposes.

The Minister for Agrieulture: I wonld
like to take hon. members through my elec-
torate also.

Mr, STUBBS: Tt is costing between £15
and £20 an acre to elear Manjimup country,
Why should we pay such a large amount
when it is pessible to secure an area such as
that which I have deseribed, at 35s. an acre?
It is appalling when we think that we are
still sending hundreds of thonsands of pounds
out of the State anaually for the purchase
of butter. Let me read 2 telegram which T
received a few minutés ago——

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Wr. BTUBBS: I do not very often inke
up the time of the House, and I would like
to be permitted to speak without heing ‘nter-
rupted by the hon. member. I feel very
keenly the position ihe State is in at the pre-
sent thine, and having information at my dis-
posal which T think should be disclosed, I
would like to he permitted to give it for the
information of hon. members without inter-
ruption, The enormous sum of money that
is sent out of the State annually for butter
1s a very serious item. It is entirely lost to
the Stafe.

Mr. Underwood:
hutter?

Mr. STUBBS: Tf the hon. member will
not interrupt I will show him that it ought
to be possible to stop the drift. The firm of
Maleolm & Co. for the past seven or ecight
years have been the Wagin agents of the
Narrogin  Butier Factory, and all the
ercam that is produaced east and west of
Wagin goes into Maleolm’s store, is
graded there, and is sent on to the
Narrogin Butter Factory. Mr, Maleolm
wired to me to-day, ‘‘Wagin eclectorate
prodeces approximately 23 tons of bntter an-
nually.’’ That does not scem very much, but
let me remind hon. members that four or five
vears ago the production from this particu-
lar factory was not more than a ton per an-
nem. At 2s, per Ih. the 23 tons of butter
are valued at £5,000. If all the agrieultural
districts in Western Australia turned out
£5,000 worth of butter annually, what a Qif-
ferent position the State would be in!

AMr. Underwood interjected.

Mr. STUBBS: Will the member for Pil-
bara listen to this: Within two miles of
Wapin there is a farm of 350 acres consist-
ing of what is supposed to be second <class
land, ‘What does the hon. member think the
owner of that farm is doing with it? He is
carrying 50 head of stud cattle, He employs
three men all the year round, and he has re-
ecived first prize for the best cream test in
the State. His cattle are Jerseys and they

Why do we not wmake
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are high-class. The head of stock works out
at one to every sevem acres, and that, teo,
on second-class land. T can assure the House
that there are tens of thousands of acres of
better land than that in the distriet. = Hon.
members may wonder how the owner of that
property has sueceeded in this way. The
process is simple, Me grows lucerne and
other fodder grasses and makes liberal use
of silos which he has comstructed. These
silos are of reinforeed concrete and each car-
ries from 80 to 100 tons and cost not more
than £100 per silo to Luild. I snggest that
the Government shovld spend a fairly large
sum. of money in the purchase of a good
breed of cattle to sell to the settlers. I
will undertake to say that there are hundreds
of people in my distriet whe will gladly buy
the stock and pay for them without any dif-
fienlty, because they are beginning to get on
gheir feet, and they now have more grass
than ¢an be eaten by the stock their farms
arg carrying. Moreover, if the group settle-
ments in the Sowth-West are going to ba
the success which we all hope and believe,
what is to hinder the extension of the system
in localities such 2s the one I have been de-
scribing? The proposal I have sobmitted
could well be earried out hand in hand with
that of the South-West. I do not wish hon.
members to imagine for a moment that 1
have anything against the South-West coun-
try. 1 know every imeh of it, and T believe
it will ¢ventually produec a great deal of
wealth, But the process is going to be costly.
The scheme I uzm advocating will not be
nearly so eostly and it will certainly he much
more rapid. I assure hon. members likewise
that T do not hold a brief for the gentleman
whose property I consider should be aequired
Ly the State. He is a wealthy man without
a family and is patriotic enmough to let the
property he secured by ithe Government at a
reasonable price. If he keeps it for another
five years it will be worth threc times what he
is asking to-day.

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Mr, STUBBS: 1If the hon. member does
not care to listen to what I have to say, let
him get out.

Mr. SPEAKER. Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in sunggesting that an-
other member should leave the Chamber.

Mr, STUBBS: T only ask that the hon,
member be requested to refrain from inter-
jecting. I never interrupt him when he is
speaking. T would like the Government to
consider the advisableness of negotiating for
that property, and if they cannot =ee their
way to pay in cash, the owner I believe
would accept bonds, In that event T am sure
that, long before the honds matured, the
property wounld have paid for itself,

Hon. T. Walker: “Why does he want to
sell so cheaply?

Mr. STUBBS: That is the value he has
set upon his property. T had a farm which
adjoined that particular ome. It consisted
of 8,000 acres and it was my best asset, but,
unfortunately, T had to sell it to meei other
engagements. I sold it for about £2 an acre
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and the man who purchased it, after havinyg
held it for a few wecks disposed of it again
for £2 10s, an aere. I can safely declaro
that to-day some ef that {and is worth £5
an acre, [ remember the member for Pin-
gelly (Mr, Hickmott) telling the House the
other night what was being done by way ot
irrigation on the Murray, and that no less
than from £130 to £200 per acre had to be
paid for vine growing land there to-day. In
the Great Scuthern there are tens of thous-
ands of acres of vine growing land equal to
that of MMildura, which loes not need to be
irrigated and which can be secured for £13
to £20 per acre. Arc the Government sineere
in the statcment they have made that vine
growing ia to reeeive their earnest attention?
1 heard the other night the Minister for Apri-
culture interject that the Government were
spending about £200,000 in the Swan Valley.
I believe a lot of the land there has cost £30
and £40 an acre. 1 sinecrely trust that in-
terest and sinking fund wilt be carned by that
property.

The Minister for Agtieulture: I guarantec
that eurrants will grow just as well in my
dtistriet as they will in the Wagin distriet,

Mr. Tuderwood: They will grow in my
hack yard.

Mr. STUBBS: That is a nice interjection
in come from the Minister. 1 say that the
Government are asleep in regard to many
matters of importance.

Opposition Members:  Hear, hear!

Mr. STUBBS: TIf the hands of members
ot Parliament are going to be tied, and they
are nct to be permitted to eriticise without
a charge being made of being likely to bene-
fit, we might just as well permit half a dozen
Ministers to run the country. It is the fune-
tion of Parliament to assist Ministers and to
offer constructive eriticism. If that criticism
is not taken in the spirit in which it is of
fergd, T shall have nothing more to say. 1
awe w responsibility to my electors, and it is
dne to the Government to stop the drift of
money to the Eastern States. If it cost
£30,000 to get a decent lot of cattle ncross,
it would pay the Government.

Mr. Pickering: Where are you going to
et them?

Mr. STUBBS: The frnit industry is in a
very parlous condition. The Premier was op-
timistic enough to say that 300,000 or
400,000 cases of fruit scnt to England had
realised high priees

The Minister for Agricalture: He did not
sav that; he spoke of the quality of the
fruit.

Mr. STUBBS. Then I stand corrected. The
majority of fruitgrowers have had a most
disastrous time and it is questionable whether
a number of them will he able to earry on.
During my trip to Singapore the doctor of
the ship told me he had put all his capital
into an orchard at Mt, Barker. He said the
vield had increased from 300 eases of apples
five or six years ago to 2,000 cases last year,
but the crop had not realised the value of
the cases which contained the fruit. He was
quite down-hearted as to the future. T visited
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the Bast recently—the Leader of the Op-
position and other members who made the
trip ean Lear cut whal I am going to say—
and I diseovered that a majority of the peo-
ple are wot in a povition to buy large
quantities of apples. There is a market for
a certain quantity., The hoat on which 1
travelled back—the ‘‘Minderoo’’—took up
more than 1,000 cases of apples, Whoever
shipped those apples ought to be prosecuted.

Mr. Teesdale: Ought to be horsewhipped.

Alr, STUBBS:  On arrival at Singapore
they were found to be not true to name, and
were the most igiserable apples ever sent
away from any State. The merchaat told the
captain he would not aceept delivery of them.
They were sold by auction and did not re-
alisc a dollar 3 ease, though the freight
amounted to more than that. So ineensed
was the merehant that he vowed he would
never entrust another order for apples to
Western Australia. While in Java the captain
interviewed a big fruit merchant, whe said
he had had the same experience with fruit
from Western Australia and had transferred
all his business to California. He had cabled
for 40,000 cases of Californian apples from
that weck. Asked what they would cost, he
replied, ‘T do not care a damn; when they
arrive from Califernia, I know they will be
worth eating.”’ The apples grown in this
State will hear favourable comparigon with
those grown in any other part of the world,
and we should he able to capture this limi-
ted market, which is only three days’ sail
from Derby. The ex-Minister for Edueation,
Mr. Colebateh, was conducting some retired
I'ndinn officers around the metropolitan area
a fow months ago, and invited me to visit
AMr. Barrett-Lennard’s orchard with them.
Forty or fifty hands were picking grapes and
packing them in a shed larger than this
Chamber. Mr. Barrett-Lennard said he had
30,000 cases of grapes of one variety—the
best export grapes. I told him I was going
to Singapore, and would like to take a case
with me and undertook to pay thc cost. He
told me T would have to deal with his agent
at Fremantle. T asked the agent to put on
board the ‘“Gorgon’' a casc of apples and a
case of grapes. TFor the 23 lbs. or 24 Ilhs.
of grapes lie charged £1 and the apples cost
9s, I thought the price was pretty stiff, but
they were packed in cork-dust and I did not
regret the cost. When the grapes arrived at
their destination—Kwala Lumpur—some hun-

dreds of miles from Singapore, though
the climate was very moist, they were
as fresh as one could wish, The day

after my arrival 1 saw exactly the same
kind of grapes marked 3s. 3d4. per b,
Curiosity ted me to inquire where the grapes
came from, and the Chinese storekeeper in-
formed me they had come from Western Auns-
tralia. I remarked that he seemed to he
making 4 big profit on them, and he replied,
f¢No, the grapes get knocked about eonsider-
ably.”” He showed me a large number of
bunches which had been badly bruiged in
trangit and were quite unsalcable. Natur-
ally, he had to secure a profit out of the good
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ones. [ asked him whether much fruit was
imported from Australia and he replied that
most of it came from California. I asked why
and his answer was, ‘‘ With fruit from West-
ern Australia and other parts of Australia,
the first shipment is all right, the second ship-
ment middling, and the third shipment bad.*’
I regret to say that I heard the same tale in
all the other cities I visited.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Mr, Speaker, I cannot
allow that remark to go without challenging
it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, J. H. Smith: I am not prepared to
listen—— .

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member rising
to a point of order!

Mr. J. H. Smith: Yes, I ask the member
for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) to withdraw that
remark regarding the information he received
from a Chinese merchant disparaging the
froitgrowers of Western Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order.
The member for Wagin may proceed.

Mr, STUBES: I am not in a position to
prove the statement.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Others have told us
the same thing,

Hen. P. Collier: And it applies not only
to fruit, but to everything else that is ex-
ported.

Mr. STUBBS: The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) referred in a disparaging
tone to the Chinese. In that same city I was
invited to inspect the railway workshops
where there were 1,40¢ men of the nationality
the hon. member would ridicule manufactur-
ing loeomotives, engines of various kinds,
steamn hammers, ete, and working quite as
well as Europeans. I hope that workers in
‘Western Australia will never have to work
the number of hours that these men do. They
work 363 days out of the year, but I am
satisfied they ean do anything that can be
done in our Midland Junction workshops. It
would pay the Government to send ome or
two of our railway carriage designers there
to pick up some hints regarding their coaches.

Hon. P. Cellier: My word, we have some-
thing to learn from them in railway manage-
ment, also,

Mr. STUBBS: It is our duty to populate
Australia or we cannot hope to hold it.

Mr. Underwood: We shall hold it all right.
Do not worry abont that.

Mr. STUBBS: That may be the hon. mem-
her’s opinion, but if milliens of people living
under congested conditions decide that they
must have more space, we may not be able
to econvince them that we have done our best
to populate Australia.

Mr, Underwood: We are not dead yet.

Mr. STUBBS: T saw sugar marked 13d.
per lb., and of bananas one could get as
many for 6d. as one could carry away. A
Java merchant asked me why Australia did
not grant reciprocity. He said, ‘' We could
censume plenty of your jam if the price were
reasonable, but yon will not allow our sugar
to be imported into Australiz, and if we send
bananas, you charge duty on them.’’ It
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was impossible to return any effective answer
to statements of that kind. There iz a de-
mand for jams, biscuits, and many other
lines that we could supply, but there are
several factors operating agninst us. Oune
is that the Iabels are pasted on the tins with
an adbesive which becomes ineffective in the
moist atmosphere, so that the labels fall off
and the tins become rusty. The biscuits sent
from Australia compare favourably with those
of Eunglish manufacture, bhut the English
manufacturers beat us hollow in packing anit
general get-up. We supply biscuits in tins
of 7 lbs. to 14 lbs. The English manufae-
turers, knowing the game, supply tins of 5 lbs.
or 6 Ibs. Every tin of biscuits sent from
England has a thin zine lining which may he
readily cut with an ordinary pocket knife,
and this makes all the difference to the keep-
ing qualities of the biscuits. Our biscuits
are sent in tins having a hinged lid and, as
soon as the tin is opened, the biscuits begin
to get damp and lose their crispness. Nine
out of ten shopkeepers are unable to sell a
tin of buscuits in one day, and in two or
three days the biscuits become so moist that
they are unsaleable. The English manufae-
turcrs use gum for their labels, and their
lIabels are far more attractive than are ours.
A Chinese millionaire named Chow Kit, who
told me he had two sons at the Oxford
University, inviled me to dine at his
home. He haa a Tlarge store and the
heads of his departments are Europeans.
The rank and file are Chinese. He got his
head grocer to give me half an hour one
morning abont the difficnlties to be contended
with when handling Australian goods. Some
Eastern States manufacturers sent jams to
the Malay States. The first shipment was all
right, the second showed signs of falling off.
Before the merchant had to give up using
Australian jams at all, some {ins marked as
heing apriecot jam had turned cut to be melon
jam. That was the last straw. It meant
the cutting off of the large sums of money
which that merchant sent annually to Aus-
tralia for jam. I wish to show that we are
rot properly represented in the Malay States,.
though the Commonwealth have a commis-
sioner stationed at Singapore. About six
weeks ago an exhibition was beld at Kwala
Lumpur, the first of its kind held in the Malay
States. It was visited by about a couple of
hundred thousand people. Every manufaec-
turing country of the world was represented
at that exhibition, but the only Australian
exhibit—and this was indeed a ecredit to the
exhibitors—was one of hams and bacons shown
by Messrs. Huotton. It was certainly a mag-
nificent display. The Commonwealth represen-
tative, though living at Singapore, which is
only about 300 miles from Kwala Lumpur, the
capital city of Selangor, did not even visit
the exhibition. English and Amecrican firms
had exhibits there by the hundred. If we are
sin¢ere in our expressed desire to settle people
on the land for the purposes of intense cul-
ture, fruit crowing, and potato growing, it is
up to the Government to see that we get mar-
kets for those produets. Otherwise it is use-
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less to ask people either on the Pcel estate or
anywhere else to go in for vegetable growing.
I say without fear of contradiction that a
very good trade can be dune bLetweem Fre-
mantle and Singapore in many lines that
Western Australia  ean produce cheaply.
There are potatoes, for instance. Nearly all
the potatoes imported by the Malay States,
apart from those that come from California,
are of Chinese origin, none of them bigger
than marbles, and altogether without taste.
1 am as much against State trading coneerns
as any man on this side of the House, but 1
think it would be greafly to the benefit of
our producers if we had better steamships,
possibly subsidised by the Government, trad-
iug hetwecn Western Australia and the Malay
States.  Certainly the obsolete vessels now
employed ou our coast are not conducive to
procuring the good business that ¢an be done
with the Malay States in the directions I have
indicated.
running from here to Singapore in about 10
days. At present the voyage takes 17 days.
Heaven knows how long it takes the ‘‘Kan-
garoo,’’ with a speed of only seven or eight
knots an hour, although she cost this country
£400,000 or £500,000.

Mr. Underwood: She cost this country no-
thing. She has paid for herself.

Mr. STUBBS: I am glad to hear that.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do not for-
get that the ‘*Kangareo’’ has 300 tons re-
frigerated space.

Mr. STUBBS: But she is too slow. She
does only seven or eight knots.

Mr. Anpelo: She does nine and a half.

Mr, STUBBS: A more up-to-date vessel
would be a great advantage to the trade of
this State. Now I come to one or two matters
I desire to bring forward regarding the Agri-
cultural Bank, That institution is realised
by everybody in Western Australia to have
done an enormous amount of good in the de-
velopment of gur agriculture. ¥From inquiries
I have made if appears, however, that there
has been no balance sheet of the Agricultural
Bank published since the year 1917. Surely
it is time we had a statement of the affairs
of the bank after an interval of nearly six
years. I wish to read an extract from a
report which the late Mr. Paterson and the
trustees of the bank made to Mr, R. T, Rob-
inson when that gentleman was controlling
the institution—

Nine hundred and eighty enlisiments of
bank clients have been noted. In a con-
gsiderable number of these no satisfactory
arrangements have been made for the main-
tenanes of the improvements, and the losses
on this account must prove very consider-
able. To winimise the wastage on unten-
anted securities, cropping leases have been
arranged wnere possible, and 132 of these
were in existence on the 3lst December.
Much more might be done in this direction
but for the secareity of labour.

I was woadering whether the bank have not
lost a considerable amount of money in re-
spect of many of their securities.

We want a fast line of boats,
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Mr. Uaderwood: Undoubtedly they have.

Mr, STUBBS: It is up to the House and
to the country to know exactly how much has
boen lost. IF the House i with me, I would
urge the Premier to have a proper financial
statement of the bank'’s affairs prepared, to
cover the operations between 1917 and 1923,
I also desire to point out that in my humble
judgment the Industries Assistance Board is
ready for wiping out of existence.

Hon. P, Collicr: Hear, hear!

Mr. STUBBS: The Industries Assistance
Board was 2stablished by my friends oppo-
site. To their everlasting credit, they came
to the rescue at the right time, thus keeping
on the land thousands of families who would
not have been there to-day but for the Gov-
errment assistanee granted, with Parliament-
ary approval, in 1914, The measure estab-
lishing the Iadustries Assistance Board was,
however, a war emergeney measure, The war
has been over for nearly five years, and it
appears to me that some LAR. clients will
never eoma off the hoard if they ean possibly
help it. Many of the L.A.B. clients are first-
class accounts, but my opinion as a business
man is that lhe aceounts should all be re-
valued, and that those which are good should
be transferred to the books of the Agricul.
tural Bank and merged in the advances made
for improvement purposes, repayment being
spread over a term of years. It would be in
the best interests of the State to offer that
incentive to LAB. farmers who are doing
their utmost to make good. As regards
those farmers who bave no desire to get off
the board, who year after year take all they
can possibly get in the shape of sustenance
and do as little as they can in return, it is
time they were closed down and their seeu-
rities realised upon. I believe that all the
officers in the Agrienltural Bank are hard-
working men, but it appears to me that in
this connection two sets of hooks are unneces-
sary. The hooks of the Agricultural Bank
should be amaigamated with those of the In-
dustries Assistance Board, and thus a saving
could be effected in management costs. The
LARB, I rcpeat, represents an emergency
measure due to the war,

Mr. Mann: Anrd the drought.

Mr, STUBBS: In my opinion the measure
has served its purpose and should be re-
pealed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: One object of the
measure is to keep the men on the land,

AMr. STUBBS: If the Government ean show
me what objeet is served by continuing the
operations of the LA.B, I shall be very
glad.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It ensures the Gov-
ernment their land rents and interest.

Mr. STUBBS: The Government can de-
mand payment of those charges under the
security held by them for advances made for
purposes outside the ILAB. I am certain
the T.A.B. will show a big loss in many cases,
1 know of such instances in my own elee-
torate. The reason is that a number of men
went on the land without knowing anything
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abont farming.  The T.AB. orizinally came
inte oxistence late in April or carly in May,
when the yvear was far advaneed, and when,
in comseruenes, there was very little time to
look vound and plare things on a proper
basis,  As a result advances were made to
many people far in excess of the amounts
which should kave been granted. T am not
finding fault with the methods adopted in
these days,  Probably no oune eould lave done
helter t.an was done at that time, But the
point T desire to emphasise ic that in some
eases L know af, ag much as £1,500 has beenr
advanced by the TLARB, and, in addition,
£1,000 by the Agricultural Bank om a hold-
ing, which if it were sold to-day, would not
realise the total of the two advanees, to say
nothing of the debt due to the wnfortunate
storekeeper who miny hold a second mortuage
over the property. | personally do not expect
to soc any dividemlds from clients whom my
store has on its books dating back to thosc
vears, beeavse vear by year the debits have
been written down, with the resmlt that thev
now stand at about Jds. or 45 in the pound.
T believe most storekeepers have adopted the
some principle. It is immaterial to me, there-
fore, whether or not the Governmmt give
any consideration to the storekeepers who dur-
ing the last cight or nine years have lain ont
of their money in order that the farmer shonld
not have his holding sold up. I rerard the
Premier’s immigration scheme as a good one
provided it is carried out on sound commer-
cial Hines. Tn a hig scheme of that nature
it is very difficult to have everything going
swimmingly from the beginning, Mlistakes
arc¢ hound to occur in the first instance, but
so long as those mistakes are recognised and
rectified no fault ean be found. Tf we do not
bring more population into Western Austra-
lia, if we go on drifting year after year,
it will mean that we shall have an impossible
burden to earry financially. We have a mere
handfrl of people, with a mile of railway to
every 80 sonls. No other country in the world
has such a sparse population.

Mr. Underwood: Yes; Alaska has.

Mr, BTI'BBS: T have not been to that
country. The area of Western Australia is
just under a million square miles, and it
carries a population of 1.80 to the square
mile. The island of Java has a popula-
tion of 3615 millions, or nearly 800 people
to the square mile. Nearly every acre
of Java 1s put to some wvse, except such
parts of the island as are 10,000 feet
up in the air., Here in Western Australia
we have tens of millions of aeres carrying
hardly any population at all. These arc
faets. and they have to he faced. I am sure
the Kimberleys possess unteld wealth, not
only in avriferous resources but also in agri-
cultural possibilities. T hope some day to
see 2,000 or 3,000 men there in place of
20 or 30, There is room for large numbers
in the North-West, and unless we wake up
and populate Western Australia we shall find
ourselves unable to meet our finaneial obli-
gations. I ask Ministers to regard anything
I have said as uttered only with a desire to
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offer sugacstions which appeal to me as
vorthy of consideration amd as tending to
help this country along the read to pros-
purity,

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [3.45]: May
T Iw permitted to expres< sympathy with and
sorrow tor the absence of the member for
Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen) from his place in
the Houwe! T am sure cevery member of the
House feels for him in Lis sickness, and Lopes
to see Lhim back soen. Almost every member
tuking part in this debate has hegon with a
criticism of the migration poelicy of the Gov-
cinment, | intend to devole a little time to
that subjeet later, but first | wish to disenss
a few lovschold matters in respeet of the
coalition, In the first place let me say there
has been no rift in the lute, ho break in that
safe working which should favour every coali-
tion Government; that is, as far as the re-
Tations<lip extends hetween the parties to that
coulition.  Not anly in the Heuse, but also
in the minds of the publie, there bas grown
un, perhaps with a very good reason, a feel-
ing that the coalition Government are not a
happy family, In peint of fact there have
been no guarrels between the parliamentary
partics to tiat coalitien; but there has been
in eertain parts of the ecoalition, notably in
that to which I belong, a solid feeling against
the attempted domination of one section of
the conlition by an outside authority. Tf
there be one subjeet which T have laboured
more solidly than another on the hustings, it
is the question of executive control. One of
the most extraordinary features of this de-
bate has been the attitude of my friends on
tle Opposition Dbenches, who, despite the
charge that has always lain against them of
being dominated by an outside eXecutive,
have taken the lead in condemning the Coun-
try Party for the position in which that party
is to-day. Since the Country Party has
modelled its organisation largely on the lines
of the ecxcellently organised Offieial Labour
Party, it is possible the position has arisen
from that ecause. But I would disa-
buse the minds of members, and voice
the opinion that the Parliamentary Coun-
try Party has shown itself to be above
the domination of Mr. Monger and his execu-
tive.

Mr. Pickering: Such domination has never
existed.

Capt. CARTER: Well, the attempt to im-
pose that domination has been manifest in
the past, and I am not too sure it is no
Jonger there. We have many men led by one
notable personality—for Mr. Monger is a
notable man—a strong element led by Mr.
Monger, whose desire it is to upset any solid
coalition, with the view to furthering the
interests, not of the legitimate farmer, but
of the Primary Producers’ Association, which
is a very different thing.

Mr, Pickering: Nonsense, it is representa-
tive of the farmers!

Capt. CARTER: Of a eertain class of far-
mer; by no means the whole of the farmers,
but merely a section of them,
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Mr. Pickering: Every section.

Capt. CARTER: 1t may even be that it is
representative of every section; but pre-
donunant in ihe exceutive control of the asso-
cintivn is that element of the landed proprie-
tary whose idea of the developmoent ot the
State is not vompatible with what seems to
me the true and proper develupment which
the State should fotlow,

Mr. Pickering: They are too successful,

Capt. CARTER:  When the member for
Pilbara (Mr, Underwood) attacked Mr, Mon-
ger’s speech, the Minister for Agriculture re-
plied that after all it was only the personal
opinion of Mr, Monger, However, when the
president of an jmportant associntion gets
up and delivers a carefully studied adidress as
the presidential address at the opening of a
conference, i does not represent merely his
own private opinion. After being endorsed,
as it was, hyv the assoeiation, it must he re-
garded as the opinion of the assuciation.

Mr. Pickering: The exeeutive put in their
own report,

Capt. CARTER: And it was ratified by the
couneil,  Therefore it becomes  far more
weighty than Mr. Mouger’s private opinion.

The Minister for Agrieutture: What [ said
was that the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Assoeiation wag as much entitled as
anybody else to an individual opinion.

Mr. Underwood: But was it merely his in-
dividual opinion?

Capt. CARTER: T have given the Minister
for Agriculture and the members of his party
credit for having refused to be dominated by
the exceutive of the Primary Producers’ As.
sociation,

Mr. Pickering:
not exist.

Capt, CARTER: My idea of the Primary
Producers’ Association is mnot on all fours
with my coneeption of the Country Party in
Parliament, 1 believe the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association is not out to live strietly
in aeeordance with its political platform. I
believe, in the first place, the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Asosciation is out after higher land
values, bigger areas for individual holders,
greater but cheaper facilities, and lower
taxation. And T believe that in its heart
the association is apainst closer settlement,
in practice if not in theory.

Mr. Johnston: Closer settlement is part of
its platform.

Capt. CARTER: It may be upon the poli-
tical platform of the association. T know
there are in the House members who are
clamouring for closer settlement, but I be-
lieve that in its heart the exeeutive is meot
fond of the closer settlement ery, is not out
to have all the lands of Western Australia
put upon a closer gettlement basis,

Hon. P. Collier: They ordered their mem-
bers to vote against the Bill last session.

Capt. CARTER: I am not prepared to go
so far as that. The hon. member may have
special information. Tf it be so, then the
party must be under the domination of the
exceutive. T sineerely hope it is not true.

A dominatjon that does
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However, the imdications which one reads
into a specch like that delivered by Mr. Mon-
gor lead one to conneet it with various sub-
strts associnted with land settiement.  The
Primary  D'roducers’  Associntion has not
shuwn an earnesi of iis desire to open up
by closer settlement land adjaeent to exist-
tng ruilwayse. [ believe the asoeiation is
solidly agninst the tuxation of idle lands,
which woull bring isto production tens of
thunrwmids of acres ali over Western Austra-
lise, not merely in the South-West and the
castern  distriets, Lbut in the disirict from
which coues the Minister for Agriculiure,
where the aeres, although they may be grow-
ing a few prize rams, are not in themselves
wdiding to the value of the State,

Mr. Underwood: The rams serve to increase
the selling price of the land.

Capt. CARTER: I believe the association
is out for inercused values, for greater areas,
for more but cheaper facilitirs, and for lower
taxution. ‘They ery that the farmer is carry-
ing the whole of the load, A member of the
exeentive told me that no other Governmeat
in Western Awstralia had done more for the
farmers than have the present Government.
He characterised me and other metropoiitan
members as adjectival fools for allowing our-
selves to give the CUsuntry Party and the far-
mers m general so mueh for nothing.

Mr. Hlughes: He was right, teo. You are
not doing justice to the metropelitan area.

Capt. CARTER: [ can stand up against
many things, bot I hope the member for East
Parth will not tackle me with his broadsides.
I can stand the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood} and even the Minister for Agri-
culture, hut from that voice over there let
me be delivered! T believe the cxecutive of
the Primary Producers’ Association is
upainst tire development of Wesiern Australia
along lines which wounld be in the best in-
terests of Western Australia. .

Mr. Pickering: Of course we cannot en-
lighten you,

The Minister for Agriculture: Give us a
few of your own planks,

Capt. CARTER: One of the first planks
I would apply to country districts would be
the taxation of unimproved arcas which are
bringing in no revenuc to the State, which
yesterday were got for nothing, and to-mor-
row will be sold for £5 per acre.

The Minister for Agriculture: Unimproved
nonsense!

Mr. Jobnston: Would not you apply it to
city areas also?

Capt. CARTER: Most ecertainly I would.
We are calling out for more land, and vet
the astonishing fact has been revealed that
to-day we cannot survey the land quickly
enough to give blecks to approaching settlers,
Instead of using all our surveyors as we
should, so that they may open up our great
empty spaces, many of them are ount of work
to-day.

The Minisier for Works: The Premier ex-
plained that it was due to the wet seassn.
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The Minister for Agriculture: There
never has been a time in the history of the
State when surveyors have been more active.

Capt. CARTER: The fact remains that
one, if not three or four camps are not work-
ing to-day. Tt is oxplained that this is due
to wet weather. They were working six weeks
ago when it was much wetter. There are
many eamps working to-day in the wet. Why
are the other camps not working? The Pre-
mier stated we should have more land avail-
able if it had been surveyed.

The Minister for Agriculture: Every sur-
veyor in the State has had almost two years’
continuous employment.

Capt. CARTER: The Proemicr said the
weather had prevented the operations of the
surveyors. If one camp can keep going, I
cannof sée why every camp, ¢ontaining as it
does expericnced men, cannot keep going.
The surveyor I had in mind has been sur-
veying in the State for 28 years. He is one
of the pioneers, and his work has heen good
enough for 23 years, There is no question
about the quality of his work, but to-day he
is idle. The Surveyor-General iz away from
the State at a conference. There is no pro-
gramme of work outlined for this man.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We ought to put un
end to some of these conferences.

Hon. P. Collier: Every express carries
away a couple of officers at the country’s
expense. Nathan and kis secretary have gone
now.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
of the medical] men next.

Capt, CARTER: May I interrupt and say
2 word or two regarding the attitude of mem-
bers opposite as to immigration? I have been
interested in the speeches delivered in this
House upon this question. There seems {o bo
a sort of grouse on the part of certzin mem-
hers opposite, though I have failed to naijl it
down in any concrete form. From the
Leader of the Opposition downwards we have
heard that the poliey of immigration and the
scheme of the Premier are admirable, and
essential to the proper development of West-
ern Australia, Whilst that statement has
been made by cvery member opposite, I have
heard nothing but a few isolated complainta
regarding the treatment of migrants, such as
that with respect to ‘‘Bill,’" who is one of
the individuals spoken of, No concrete
charge has been laid against the scheme itself
and scareely any against the administration,
An admission was made by the Leader of the
Opposition by way of an interjection the
other night when defending the Government.
A member on this side was speaking, I think
the member for Claremont, and charging the
Government with certain defects, when the
Leader of the Opposition interjected that the
matter referred to nad been remedied. The
general tenor of the speeches has been to-
wards the admission that whenever anomalies,
defects, or mistakes have arisen, to the best
of their ability the Government had elimin-
:xtefi them or altered their programme or
Policy 5o that these things should not occur
again,

It will be the turn
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Hon. P. Collier: I did not say that. I
strongly disapprove of taking immigrants
from the ship straight into a group settle-
ment without any previous experieace. You
misunderstood my interjection,

Capt. CARTER: That is not the inter-
jection to which I refer. I am speaking of
ene in relation to a certain felegram sent to
the member for Claremont by the gentleman
who recently held the position of Minister
for Edneation. That which I have eulled from
the speeches opposite seems to be something
in the nature of a half expressed question.
Members have mnot yet definitely stated
whether the New Settlers’ League, Trades
Hall, or the Government Lahour Burean
shonld have the handling and dispersion of
the settlers as they arrive. 1 do not
know what the grouse is over. Mem-
bers opposite have not told us whether
it is their desire or not that the Gov-
ernment Labour Burcau should be situated
in DBeaunfort-street, or whether if that
is brought about they will gain in election-
ecring propagauda cr have somec kudos at-
tached to them. I think better of them than
to credit them with such a motive. We have
heard so many half expressed suggestions re-
garding the New Settiers” Lepgue and the
Government Lahour Burcan that we can see
behind the minds of members opposite, and
perecive their desire that this matter should
be handled by Beaufort-street at the Trades
Hall,

Mr. Hughes:
ployed come.

Capt. CARTER: They go there when they
are taken. We know of the conference that
was held the other morning. After much ad-
vertisement in the Press it was announced
that there would be a conference of dissatis-
fied migrants at the Labour headquarters in
Beaufort-street. The conference was to open
at 10 o’clock in the morning., At that hour
the only people present were the president
of the Labour Couneil {the member for Han-
nans) and one or two others. At 10.45 there
were less than a dozen people present, and ab
10.50 the president announced his intention
of going to the Labonr Burean to rake them
up. .

Mr, Mungie: That is an absolute mis-
statement, and T ask for a withdrawal. I
made no such remark, and the hon. member
cannot prove if.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Leeder-
ville must withdraw the remark.

Capt. CARTER: I have great pleasure in
withdrawing the actual words, but not the
meaning.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw unreservedly.

Capt. CARTER: Without equivocation I
withdraw, but he said it.

Mr, Munsie: I said nothing of the kind,
and you know I did not.

Capt. CARTER: T should like to know

Mr. Munsie: I take exception to the hon.
member’s remark, He unreservedly with-
drew, and then he added, *“but he said it.’’
I ask him to again withdraw the statement.

That is where the unem-
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I did not =ay it, and will not have the hon.
member say 1 did say it. .

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon. member said
that he must withdraw it.

Capt. CARTER: I withdraw. ] should
like to ask the hon. member if he did say .

Mr, Munsie: I did not say it, neither did
T go to the Lahour Bureau, and you know it.

Mr. Corboy: The whole of his statement is
on a par with most of his other statements—
wrong.

Capt. CARTER: I ask the Pregident of the
Official Labour Party what cxamination he
made of the delegates. We bave the admis-
gion from the other side that there have been
a certain percentage of migrants who repre-
sent a type that will not make good. Men
like that do not desire to make good, and
have been either dummied or shanghaied out
here. Many of them will eventually drift
into our police c¢ourts, and in some cases a
worse fate may befall them.

Mr. Corboy: If they have been shanghaied
out here is it not the fault of the Government
at the other end?

Capt. CARTER: I am not in a position to
refute that. It would be as ridiculous for me
to deny it as it is foolish of the hon. member
to make the remark. What examination of
the 50 or so delegates was made as to their
bona fides or their history since they arrived
in the State?

Mr. Pickering: Some of them have been
here for 20 years.

Capt. CARTER: That may be so. The
member for Sussex is one of our migrants,
and he has made good. A statement was
made by the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Willeock) about tha exploitation of migrants.
He demanded that wages commensurate with
those ohtainable in other industries should be
paid in the farming industry. Is he scrious
in that remark? 1 cannot conceive that he
meant it in a serious way. There cannot be
an industry that offers such valuable assets
after a term of years of labour as that of
the farming industry. If we look round this
Chamber we can sece illustration after illus-
tration showing how men have gone on the
land without capital, and with little or no
cxperience, but by reason of their hard work
and cnergies they have to-day built around
them a valwable asset. They may not have
a credit balance of £10,000, but many of them
are probably in possession of farms and have
an excess of assets over liabilities running
well into four figures. In what other indus-
tries can £1,000 be saved in 10 years? Yet
the member for  Geraldton demands that
wages commensurate with those obtainable in
other industries should he made available to
the migrants. These people come out here
to much better conditions than those which
surrounded them in England. In many cases
they come to better conditions immediately
they arrive, Many of them have lived in the
poorer quarters of the cities of England
where they have had insufficient light or fresh
air, and where food of a decent nature was not
always obtainable. In Western Australia they

will get better conditions of living. As they
grow in experience and learn the lessons this
great Stnte bas to teach them, they too will
amass for themselves valuable assets even
though they be not in kind, Their experience
will enable them to go from place to place
learning still more, until like many of their
farhears they will finally become possessed
of their own farms and homes for their fam-
ilies. I agree with the member for Pilbara
that we cannot leave these inexperienced men
to paddle their own cances. I do not, how-
ever, hold the opinion that we are called upon
as a people to spoon-feed them, or to tead
them by the hand, and father and mother
them as a State. The New Settlers’ League
is fulfilling a very valuable fonetion. 1
firmly believe, in spite of what the member
for Katanning (Mr, A, Thomson) said, it ig
doing its work at less cost than would accrue
if it were handled by a Government depart-
ment. Tho hon. member told us of & wonder-
ful scheme in New Zealand, and said that the
paid officials there could do the work better
than honerary officials.

Mr. Latham: They cannot do it as cheaply.

Capt. CARTER: I am sure they can do it
as cheaply, and possibly much better than
the paid officials. So long as we have men
interested in the development of our State
and in the welfare of its newcomers, ready
to help and advise them as they are now do-
ing, and as I have seen them doing in the
country districts, I am sure the migrant will
get as fair .2 deal as it is possible to give
him,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ?.80 p.m.

Capt. CARTER: Prior to the Qinper ad-
journment I was dealing with the migration
question and had arrived at a point when I
was discussing the conditions under which
migrants are being asked to take up land in
Western Australia. We have illustrations in
this House of men who have come to Western
Australia from overseas who, equally with
the people coming here to-day, have had to

face hard, pioneering times. They began
at the bottom of the ladder. They started
without capital. They worked their way,

through industry and energy, into the posi-
tion of having fine homes and, in many cases,
splendid incomes. It seems to me that if
those gentlemen have been able to suceced in
their work under conditions which were not
nearly so favourable as those offering to mi-
grants to-day, it is only reasonable to sup-
pose that the great majority of the ‘‘triers’’
amongst those who are coming to-day to
Western Australia will also succeed. While
I dislike the term ‘‘spoon-fed,’’ no ome can
gainsay the fact that the migrant to-day is
not only met at the boat, given the fullest
information, and conveyed to a farm, but in -
the majority of cases, he is assisted in every
possible way by his employers to become a
useful farm hand, and so placed upon the
road to becoming a farm-owner himself.
There is a type of mind in the community



356

that delights in looking upon the darker side
of life. "To give a homely illustration: If
we saw a cab-lorse topple down in the street
in a jaded, dying condition, a erowd of peo-
Ple would at onee gather round to wateh the
sight. If at the same time a number of
spanking horses passed dewn the road, the
eyes of the people would be upon the failure
and wreck, rather than upon the spanking
horses that trotted past. That is character-
istic of the attitude adopted by the erities
of the Government towards migration to-day.
Unfortunately, there are always failures
in every walk of life, and every member
on the Opposition side, having admitted that
point, has proceeded further to magnify those
failures in the eyes of the public, magnifying
them as crimes for which the Government
are respongible, and, it may be added, tick-
ling the cars of the people in anticipation of
the next gencral clection,

Mr. Richardson: It is propaganda.

Mr. Lautey: You have had enough eriticism
from your own side.

Capt. CARTER: That may be so, but the
eriticism has heen mailed down by facts. I
do not stand four-square behind everything
that is said on the Government side of the
House. I have never done so, and I hope the
day will never come when I shall do so. The
constitution of the party to which I belong
is sufficiently broad to allow one to express
one’s own vigws,

IHon. W. C. Angwin: And we should have
no views on our side of the Iousc!

Capt, CARTER: You should have your
views, but T want{ conerete proofs of the
charges the Opposition is prepared to lay
against the Government, in regard to mi-
gration,

Hon. T. Walker: You ¢an get them,

Capt. CARTER: There was a gentleman
who passed through Angtralia and earned for
himself every form of opprobium and disgust
the people could level at him, within the limits
of the English language. He flitted through
Australia and spent ten minutes in Western
Augtralia. Tmmediately, however, he came
forth with a wonderful book on the Common-
wealth. Some of his facts were wrong and
hig geography was astray. In the main, how-
ever, it was recadable stuff and it had a sale
in other eountries. I refer to the notorious
Foster Fraser. We have had another Foster
Praser who came through just recently., He
has come through under the guise—which is
more dangerous still—of an Overseas Com-
migsioner.

Hon. T. Walker: What do you mean by
““under the guise’’?

Capt. CARTER: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon. T. Walker: He came with authority.

Capt. CARTER: He eame under the puise
-and with the authority of a Royal Commission
from the House of Commons.

Hon. T. Walker! There was no guise or
dispuise.

Capt. CARTER: If the hon, member wants
to split points and quibble, he can do so.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, T. Walker: There iz ne quibble about
that.

Capte CARTER: Tf he wants that, I will
deal with him jn detail

Mr, Lambert: You will do a lot.

Capt. CARTER: If the hon. member will
listen to me and let me state the point T wish
to make, he will get a few more members on
this side of the House tban I have on the
Labour side to listen to me now. Apparently
the Opposition do not like what T say.

Mr. Lambert: You will do a lot of good
for Western Australia by attacking the dele-
gation,

Hon., T. Walker: We do not want you to
bhe unjust.

Capt. CARTER: The hon. member will not
allow me to say what I want to say. I have
not named any individual. Why is he biting
s0? Perhaps he knows to whom I have re-
ferred.

Hon., T. Walker: You referred to one com-
ing here with the authority of a Commission
from the House of Commons as coming
““under the guise.”’

Capt. CARTER: Was there only one, or
were there six or cight of them?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He is one of six,
anyhow,

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order!

Capt. CARTER: If the Opposition desire
to split points, they will not keep me off my
point. I wish to refer to a wonderful speech
made by a gentleman named Wignall, who
came with the authority of a Commission
from the House of Commons. He delivered a
gpeech at the Trades Hall. I have read it
carefully, and as I sum it up—I am respon-
sible for my own opinions—it is nothing more
than a earefully considered attempt to damn
with faint praise the Premier’s poliey of
immigration,

Hon. T. Walker: Nothing of the sort.

Capt. CARTER: I will deal with the
speech as it appeared in the Press. If there
is anything wrong with that report, L am not
responsible for it.

Mer. Munsie: You will be to blame, because
it was a public meeting and you should have
bheen there.

Capt. CARTER: I was here in the House,
where the hon. member sheuld have been,

Mr, Munsie: And I was here, too.

Mr, Lambert: It was one of the rare occa-
sions on which the member for Leedervilie
was here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Richardson: Who is making the speech ¥

Capt. CARTER: If I may interrupt the
debate, I would like to read what this gentle-
man satd. In the course of his remarks he
said—

He had been very astonished to see large
tracts of land wired in; someone had to
buy it, if it was only the Government. All
the bhest land he had seen in any of the
States was owned by private individuals
Hon, T. Walker: He was referring to land

he had seen.

Mr. Richardsor: And he was here for ten
minutes!
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Capt. CARTER: He does not say how much
of the country he lad seen.

Mr, Lambert: He was only shown the best.

Capt. CARTER: He does nnt admit that
he travelled in a comfortable ¢car and that he
only siw what th: wimlows of his railway
compartment displaved. 1le could gy, how-
ever, thet a1l the land was owned by private
individ uls: that there wasz nothing in the
State for the migrants, He said—

Tf there was any difference between the
States in this regard, it lay in the fact
that onc was worse than the other.
Hon. P. Collier: What he stated was a

fact. The best of the available land has
been taken up., Does the hon. member say
that in n country that has been settled for
aver a hundred years the best of the land
would not be taken up?

Capt. CARTER: It is ridiculons to quibble
on that point.

Hon. P. Collier: Your statemcnts are ridieu-
lpus. You know that the hest of the land is
taken up.

Capt. CARTER: The peint is, that this
gentleman came here with the authority of
the House of Commons——

Hon. P. Collier: Why sneer at the IHouse
of Commons? Ts not a member of that Cham-
ber entitled to respeet equally with a member
of this Chamber?

Capt. CARTER: T was taken up by the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker)
when 1 said

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is not courteous to sneer
at suech a visitor.

“Hon. T, Walker: He said Mr. Wignall
came here under false pretences.

Capt. CARTER: I have not said that Mr.
Wignall eame here under false pretences.

Mr. Lambert: You said ‘‘under the guise.”’

Capt. CARTER: Mr. Wignall, in the course
of his speech, said—

Everyone was amazed when a member of
the House of Commons declared, during the
last session of Parliznment, that in Australia
the land was largely owned by private per-
sons, syndicates, and other organisations.
Hon. P. Collier: Those are facts.

Capt. CARTER: Again he said—

He now saw that this statement, so far
from Deing an exaggeration, did not fill
the bill, if anything. He would endeavour
to 6l the hill himself when he got home
again. (Applause.)

Mr, MeCallum: He has seen more of Aus-
tralia than you have seen.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr, McCaltom: Although he has been
here for so short a time.

Cant, CARTER: He ¢ould not have seen
one thousandth part of the land that is avail-
able,

Mr. MeCallum: XNor have you.

Capt. CARTER: Yet he can make a state-
ment of this deseription!

Hon. P. Collier: He referred to the land
he saw.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order!
members must keep order.

[14]

Hon.

Capt. CARTER: My point scems to strike
kome., The Opposition have mnot oniy
swullowed the bait, but the whele line as well.

Hon, P, Collier: Tt is ridiculous.

Capt. CARTER: When Mr., Wignall poes
bhack to report to the House of Commons, [
can imagine this fair-minded gentleman tell-
ing the people from the floor of the House
of Comwons how Australin is privately
owned, and that there is no land available
for migrants.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: We were asked to
pass a (loser SBettlement Bill last session for
Western Australin,

Capt. CARTER: Mr. Wignall said he was
more coneerned about the failures.
Tihe Minister for Apricultore:
more failures in the Old Country,

Capt. CARTER: Iu the course of his
speech, he said—

He was more concerned in the failures
among the immigrants than the sucécsses.
There are some who heard this gentleman
say when he nrrived in Western Australia
that he was eharmed and he marvelled at the
opportunitics offering for migrants in West-

crn Australia, as in other States.

Mr. Heron: He said that in his speech.

Capt. CARTER: He said something about
that aspeet in his remarks, Continuing, Mr,
Wignall said—

He agreed whole-heartediy with the system

of family migration but in fairness he must

say that from the Premier downwards no
one bad attempted to hinder his investiga-
tions,

Hon. T. Walker: What is wrong with that?

Capt. CARTER: Then he goes on again—

The migration scheme in this State was

a Dbold one, and had filled him with aston-

ishment; it was full of possibilities of

success and failure of a serious charaeter.
He is intent wpon looking for the failures—
the serious failures that were likely to ensue,
He eondemned the circulation of false stories
in the Old Country, and he went on with a
lot of pious tripe. Then the sting was in the
tail of his specch—

He had been among the group settlements
and wherever he had met the men and
women, individually or colleetively, he must
say that he had heard no complaints or any
expressions of a desire to leave the work
they were engaged upon.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts that not a very im-
partial statement?

Capt. CARTER: Yes, but you must read it
with the context. Hon. members opposite do
not always take the context of a speeeh when
they quote it from ‘‘Hansard’’ of years ago
against someone whom they may be criticis-
ing, Mr, Wignall attempted to damn hy faint
praise the immigration policy of Western
Australia.

Hon. W. C, Anpgwin: I had a conversation
with him and T do not condemn him,

(II\{r. SPEAKER: Hon. members must keep
order.

Capt. CARTER: A little lower down in the
report of the speech we get this—

There are
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It is full not only of pessibilities but of
tragedies which must of necessity arise.
The whole speecch is far too long to weary
the House with. Hon, members have heard
him. Of course we all have our own opinions,
and I am expressing mine about a Royal
Commissivner who comes out here and makes
what 1 eonsider a purely cx-parte statement
on groundless cvidence, evidenee which was
not considercd correetly and which was not
properly gathered. 1 condemn his utterance
on these grounds: TFirstly, he did not see

enough of the State.

Mr. Lainbert: You are only preaching now
becanse the general election is approaching
and you will have to face your constitucnts.

Mr. Richardson: So will you.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. membsr for
Coolgardie must keep order.
Mr. Lambert: Well, I will go out; that

is what I will do. 1 cannot remain here and
listen to suech tripe.

Mr. Underwood:
out, too.

Mr. Tambert:
Ta-ta.

Capt. CARTER: I repeat, that in the first
Pace I condemn the utterance because Mr,
Wignall did not see enough of the State. In
the second place, he has either wilfully or
through carelessness obtained a wrong view of
the land settlement policy of the Govern-
ment.

Hon, W. G Angwin:
or two with the Premier.

Capt. CARTER: The hon. member is so
excited that he cannot even talk sense. In
the thir@ plaee, he was guilly of jaundiced
diserimination in the manner in which he
took hiz evidence. In the fourth place, his
findings are in opposition to the evidence he
did gather, and, to use his own words, he was
more concerned in  digging up failures
amongst the migrants than the snecesses.

Mr. Underwood: And in the fifth place he
wonld not stop long enough to learn any-
thing.

Capt. CARTER: That may be so. At a
little gathering at which Mr. Wignall was
being entertained, a remark was made by a
certain gentleman in this city to the effect
that he had landed in Western Australia pen-
niless with the exception of £4 which he had
borrowed.

Hon. P. Collier:
been penniless

Capt. CARTER: That gentleman went
on to say that to-day his position was well
known in the business circles of the eity. Mr.
Wignall was so keen and fair and above
board in his view as to remark, ‘‘But you
did not do it out of your wages.’”’ He did
not. He made it out of a concern which he
started single-handed and in which now he is
providing employment for 100 men, and pre-
viding wages for hundreds of others. I would
like now to quote for the benefit of the
House, a letter which I have in my posses-
sion from a migrant who is gatisfied with his
conditions, and I wonld like to read this
letter in opposition to that read by the mem-

You will have to stop

I will go out after that.

He spent an hour

Then how could he have

{ASSEMBLY.)

ber for East Perth (Mr. Hughes), from
‘*Straight Joc'? te ¢“Dear Bill’’ I'am not
guing to say who the letier is from. I will

merely read extracts from it to show the true
British spirit that perieates the splendid
type of settler now peopling the South-West:
However, T dv nof think we shall get
dumpy because of o few preliminary hard-
ships. Billy und [ have beenr up against it
in some stiffer tussles than this, and after
all this i3 what we have worked towards
for three years—land of cur own. We
mean tu have u ripping little farm later on

and then you must come and stay for a

while and I'll teach you how to make but-

ter . .. .. We set off in a motor lorry
on a 60-mile drive, which took us through
some of the loveliest zeemcry I have cver
secnt since I came to Western Anstralia. In
some parts, where you caught a glimpse
through the immense trees of a river or
timbered hillgide, the vista was sn strik-
ingly reminiscent of Sussex that Y felt sure
that is how this divisioun got its name, The
road wasg flooded in many places and the
car churned through water well over the
dashboard, and althongh it rained pretty
steadily we cnjoyed ourseives thoroughly
++ .. We have an extremely niece fore-
man, who allowed me to have the first and
enly ““humpy’’ on the place. All the others
camped in lean-to iron or tents.
He goes on to deseribe the preliminary work
and gives, as I have said, an idea of what
rcally is the true British spirit. Mr. Wignadl
was shown letters of this deseription, and he
says that he met this type of settler, but he
declared that he was more interested in the
failures which were taking place, and which
were bound to take place. .

Hon. P, Collier: And what 1s wrong with
that? -

Capt. CARTER: Was there any indication
in the specech delivered at the Trades Hail
to show that Mr. Wignall was geing to be
equally impartial and fair in his statement
of the case for the suceessful man aa for the
unsuccessful? If so, the fact was not chron-
icled by the **West Australian’’ reporter, and
the only conclusion one can arrive at is that
he really was more interested in the failures
than the suceesses, and that he would en-
deavour to fill the bill himself when he re-
turned to England. I can imagine him roar-
ing it in the House of Commons.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T hope the other
memhers of the Commission will be ay fair
as he will be.

Capt. CARTER: The member for Mur-
chison the other night spoke very ably on a
text which he disclesed at the opening of his
speech, namely, ‘' Promises that wonld never
be fulfilled.’”’ So far as I can digsect the
hon. member’s speech, the promises related
to continuons employment and that they could
not be honoured by the Mitchell administra-
tion. I do not know whether the hon. mem-
her expeeted ns to take a general statement
sueh as that without any illustration to prove
hia worda. Did he think that we were all
aslcep, and that we did not know that such a
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condition of affairs had existed for some
time?
Mr. Jnshall: You have enly to walk

along the city strects to sec uncmployed at
every few yards.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: The hon. member did not
mention the faet that more employment hus
heen found this vear hy the Government than
in any jrevious years by any previous Gov-
erament. e did not mention that even in
fairness to the Government; he did not say
that which we all know to be the cause anl
which the Premier has said will be remedied,
namely, that migrants were brought here dur-
ing a slavk period and that that had taken
plare on other occasions during the admin-
istration of other Governments. This, in all
probability, will always occur at a certain
period of the year. The hon. member did
not give us the benefit of facts such as those.
e merely said that employment was one of
the promives made by the Government and
that it had not been fulfilled. Then he spoke
akout business acumen. I can only reply
to that in the language of the gentleman who
wag elothed with the authority of the House
of Commons, and who said that Sir James
Mitehell’s was a bold scheme which filled him
with astonishment and held possibilitics of
suecess. Then that same gentleman goes fur-
ther and declares “°1 agree whole-heartedly
with the scheme.”’  Was there not business acu-
men hehind the formaulation of a scheme of
that nature? Evidence from such a high aun-
thority should surely be strong cnough to gain
a word of commendation even from the meni-
her for Murehison. After all, the Leader of
the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and the several licutenants, have
offered no criticism of the scheme.

Hon. P. Colliecr: Then what are you erying
out about?

Capt. CARTER: T am just drawing the at-
tention of hon. members opposite to what was
said about the absencc of business acumen on
this side of the House.

Hon. P. Collier: If we ecriticise, you are
not satisfied; if we do not criticise, you stilt
ur¢ not satisfied. Whatever ean we do to
please you?

Capt. CARTER: Even that remark will not
stop me; I intend to go on.

Hon. T, Walker: Turn the handle,

Capt. CARTER: If I were able to churn
out as many tons of verbiage as the hon.
member, my life would not be Gnished until
I had arrived at a ripe old age. Admissions
have been made on hoth sides of the House,
as we all know, that where wrongs have
existed in conmection with the wmigra-
tion scheme, they thave been righted
wherever it has been possible to do
s0. I do not know that it will be pos-
sible, certainly not on this side of the millen-
nium, to carry out a scheme of such magni-
tude without mistakes. No doubt mistakes
have been made and T am perfectly prepared
to admit that.
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Hen. P. Collier: And that is all we have
said.

Capt. CARTER: T want hon. members op-
posite to realise that when they make such
statewments they come with more portent than
would he the case if they came from members
on this side of the House. Amongst all the
speeches there has Leen one piece of construe-
tive eriticism trom the member for Kalgoorlie
aml it was a gem,  This hon. member wants
immigrants from the Fastern States, people
already acclimatised, people of our own kith
and kin.  What of the lmperial aspeet of
migeation”  What eares he for the great
Australian national aspect? What eares he
for ipercasing the population?

Hon. 1. Collier: Wait unti) I bring him in
so that he shall feel the foll forve of your
crushing. 1t is so annihilating!

Capt, CAHRTER: I have held the opinion
for & year or more that the Opjposition are
plaeed in o very awkward position in baving
to maintain allegianee to the polivy of the
trovernment of the day. I symputhise with
themn,

Hou. W. €, Angwin: We do not want your
sympathy.

Capt. CARTER: They are placed in a very
awkward position, especially in view of the
impending general election.  They are always
telling us that the Government are playing
to the gallery. Of course they are not play-
ing to the gallery in the exploitation of Mr.
Wigrnall’s position as a Commissioner from
the House of Commons,

Hon. P. Collier: The policy we all support
and yet we are exploiting him to oppose it!
That is logie,

Capt. CARTER: Members oppesite are not
game to oppose it in Western Australia.

Hon, P. Collicr: Then why exploiting him
to oppose it?

Capt. CARTER: 1 have made the point
and 1 will do my best to carry on, but I ask
you, Mr. Speaker, to give me a certain amount
of protection.

Mr. Marshall: That is Leederville logic.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: Summing up the whole
position, T repeat it is painfully evident that
the Opposition are placed in a very awk-
ward predicament in having to officially en-
dorse the policy of the Government. Tt is an
awkward position and that is where I shall
leave them,

The Minister for Mines: That is the time
to leave them.

Hon. P. Collier: You say the Opposition
endorse it and yet we are egploiting and not
endorsing it, What beautiful logic!

Capt. CARTER: In the eallowness of my
youth T may have made a slip in logie or
rhetorie.

Hon. P. Collier: Your rhetoric ia all right.
You ought to take a course in logie.

Capt. CARTER: Anyhow, I have made the
main point and obviously it has gone well
home. Every member of the Opposition knows
that what 1 have said is perfectly true, and
what is more the publie, too, know it is true.
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I have always denounced State trading and
I do so because T regard it ux the first step
tewards nationalisution of industry. The
whole-hearted support given it by members of
the Opposition and the keenness with which
every inch of the way has been fought clearly
indieate that they vegard State trading as
one of the main arteries leading to the heart
of their desires.

Hon, T. Walker: An artery leads away
from the heart.

Capt. CARTER: Onc of their desires is
the eradication of eapital.

Mr, Lutey: Quite correct.

Hon. P. Collier: Eradication of eapital!
You do not understand what capital is.

Hon. T. Walker: It grows from roots,
then!

Capt. CARTER: I must claim your pro-
tection, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: T wish to quote from a
speech made in the House of Commons and T
trust that members will listen to it with a
little better attention than I have received so
far, The speech was delivered by Sir Alfred
Mond, speaking in the House of Commons
on Mr. Snowden’s motion declaring for the
supersession of the capitalistic system by a
system of public ownership.

I would say to my hon. friends that after
the war the Germans had a socialistic Gov-
ernment, a soclinlistie majority. Yet they
have been eareful not to introduee any of
these schemes of socialism. Let me follow
on with o few more ecxamples of another
kind. Let me take a very highly civilised
country like France. Let me refer to the
nationalised French railways. In 1908
the deficit on the State managed railways
rose from 35,000,000 franes in 1809 to
77,400,000 frames in 1911. Then take Italy.
Italy had national railways, but they de-
nationalised them because they fonnd they
conld not make them pay. I will tell them
something on housing. When T was at the
Ministry of Health, men engaged in the
building industry would always work
cheaper for a private contractor on a pri-
vate job than they would ever work for a
local authority. A curious paralysing in-
floence seems to come over everybody as
soon as they begin to work for the State.
One reason is that everybody has a cushy
job. There is no profit and loss account.
Nobedy muoeh cares how the money is
being spent. What keeps this wreiched
capitalistie system going? I will tell you.
If a private eapitalistic business is badly
managed it goes into the bankruptey court.

Tt those words had been applied to the opera-
tions of State trading in Western Australia

the position could not have been more aptly
ut.

P Hon, P. Collier: It appeared in that Aus-
tralinn pamphlet. .

Capt. CARTER: If the hon. member wishes
to have a eopy, I can supply him.

Hon. P. Collier: It is very handy to have
your specches made for you.
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Mr. Underwood: Well, it gives you some-
thing to vefute, so there vou are.

Capt. CARTER: I have taken these words
from the British ‘‘Hansard.”’ If the Leader
of the Opposition will answer them with such
clarity as will convinee the House that the
arguments are illogieal, I shall stand cor-
rc ted, Meanwhile I shall continue,

What does that mean? It means you have a
method by which inefficiency is automatie-
ally weeded out of your industrial system.
Hon. members have not found any systeut
to take its place. Civil serviee examina-
tions, which is the only substitute for State
socialism, are not going to replace the
crude faet that people who cannot make
profits in & business have to go under and
make way for the people who can. That
is the whole basis of cur free competitive
system.

Hon, P. Collicr:
opinion, anyhow.

Capt. CARTER: As applied to our State
trading concerng, thosc words are very apt.
Qur State trading concerns cannot stand
alone. They could not face the glare of the
bankruptey court or of proper examination.
We know they have cost the State hundreds of
thousands of pounds and that the State is out
of pocket over them.

The hon. member says the competitive sys-

tem has disappeared. That is not true.

You can trustify your industries as much

as you like; there is no trust powerful

enough in the world to-day to ignore the
danger and the risk of able and new eom-
petition in all parts of the world. The
pace is too keen; competition is too swift.

Nobody ean aftord to sit idly by and draw

dividends out of labour. The idea that

you can make money out of labour is one of

the greatest fallacies in the minds of a

certain number of ceonomists. Why does

anybody want a capitalist? The eapitalis-
tic system, as the hon. memher gaid, is not

a created thing from the beginning of the

world. People pay for capital because it

is required. Nobody takes the risk of bhor-
rowing capital unless he sees some reward
from the result of his labeur. The hon.
member knows that as well as T do, and he
ought to state it frankly, If I have to
pay 10 per cent. for capital it means I have
a risky proposition. If I have to pay 2%
per cent, it means T have a safe proposi-
tion. The capitalists are the people, the
only people in this country, who, instead of
putting money in their pocket, instead of
spending it, or doing nothing with it, in-
stcad of investing their money in luxury,
are investing it in industry and making
either loss or profit out of it.
Tncidentally creating work and emnloyment
and wage earning opportunities for the people
of the country. The whole question of State
trading iz bound up in this one principle as
to whether we are to attempt the abolition of
private ownership, setting up in its place
public ownership and the nationalisation of
industry. Tt is a wrong road to take. No
ome has sought to preve the advantages of

That is only DMond’s
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breaking down the capitalistic system, be-
cause no one has ever heen able to eonstruct
anothier system to put in ite place. For these
reasons 1 shall always oppose State trading,
and I hope the day will soon ¢ome when the
Governmeni will realise that the first loss
shonld be the last loss, and will take imme-
diate steps to aboelish the iniquitous system.
Our industries are small and ure struggling
against many adverse conditions. There is
keen competition from without, and any fur-
ther load placed upon industry must act
detrimentally to the establishment of second-
ary industries. I shall leave that question
there. T wish to dircct the attention of the
Government to a matter which should form the
subject of a short Bill to be introduced this
session, the question of free tram and rail
passes in the metropolitan arca to members
of the Returned Maimed and Limbless Soi-
diers’ Association.

Hen. T. Whalker:
terprise.

Capt. CARTER: The report of the presi-
dent, issued on the 12th July, states—

Up till a week or so before the date of
their expiry, it was not known whether
these passes would be renewed or not in
their present form. Although the Legisla-
ture had expressed its opinion that mem-
bers of this association should receive these
passes, therc appeared to be a certain
amount of hesitation in the Premier’s De-
partment in granting the renewal. The
Premier’s sceretary expressed the opinion
that a number of our members were in a
position which enabled them to pay fares.
However, after our sceretary had inter-
viewed the Premier’s seeretary, Mr. Shap-
cott agreed to grant the renewal of the
passes for a further period of 12 months.
I recommend that suitalle action be taken
during the coming year to ensure having
these passes placed on a sound footing. We
eannot submit to any discrimination as be-
tween members in regard to a concession
granted by FParliament to all our members.

This Mouse has expressed its opinion on the
subject and the meost seitable action it could
take would be to grant in perpetuity to these
men—the membership of the association is
carefully watched—a free tram and rail pass
in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Lutey: Do private eompanies in Eng-
land allow free passes?

Capt. CARTER: Tf the hon. member will
give notice of that question to Mr. Wignall,
he may be able to answer it next time he
comes out.

Mra. Cowan: XNever mind what England
does, let us in Australia do what is right,

Capt. CARTER: On the question of sur-
veying, to-day I reccived certain answers
from the Premier. T asked—

T3 it a fact that there are certain sur-
veyors at present out of empioyment in
Western Australia?

The answer to that was ‘‘Yes,’’ To-day I
think the Government should be in a position

Why, that is State en-
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to judge of the necessity for utilising every
avenuve to get land made ready for settlers as
they arrive, T knew fne o fact that one sur-
vey camp is out of commission in the South-
West, and I have been told that four camps
are out of commission.

Hon. T. Walker: How {are you find fault
with the Government?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: The camp I know to be
out of commission is that of a surveyor who
has been surveying for the Government for
28 or 30 years. His work therefore must have
been satisfactory. I know of no suggestion
of any charge being made against him. The
fact remains, however, that he and his gang
are out of work. Apart from the hardsbip
entailed on the surveyor and his men, the
work of settlement is retarded,

The Minister for Agriculture: There must
be some reason,

Capt. CARTER: The reason given to me
to-day is that the weather bas been too wet.
Huve the Governnent only just discovered
that the weather has been wet in the South-
West? If so, it indicates that the Govern-
ment have not heen watching the surveys
closely enough. On the question of a city
milk supply, it i3 unnecessary to stress the
importance of the subject. In many cases
milk is the stapie diet of young mothers and
children, and we rely on it largely for the
maintenanee of our public health. Yet I sup-
pose there i3 no more antiquated system of
mwilk distribution in the world than exists in
the city of Perth to-day.

Mr. Underwood: Milk is not a necessity.

apt. CARTER: If it is not a necessity,
still it is handy to mix with something else.
We have to-day the most cumbersome system
operating for the distribution of milk here,
I would suggest the institution of a zoune
system for the distributing of milk in the
metropolitan area. To-day we have'in many
short streets, strects of a dozen houses, as
many as five or six milk carts delivering.

Mr, Marshall: What about interference
with private enterprise?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: Yhat I have in mind is
that from the real dairymen, the men who
produce the milk, not the mere transmitters,
there should he a distributing distriet ar-
ranged, cutting the metropolitan area into
zanes. Over these Zones the milk would be
handled by appointed purvevors.

Hon. T. Walker: Appointed by whom?

Capt. CARTER: T think, Mr. Speaker

Hon. T. Walker: Appointed by whom?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: 1 will wait until the
chorns is finished.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. T. Walker: Appointed by whom¢t

Capt. CARTER: There it goes again.
When onc considers the position as outlined
in a small article published in this morning’s
paper, which I shall read, one realises the
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serionsness of the swbject. The article
states—

Milk to the household consnmer to-day
costs 414d. a pint, or 3s. a gallon, but the
dairyman who produces the "inilk reccives
only about 1s. 4d. a gallon, the actual price
paid to him being a penny or two above
or below that amount. The milk supply
of the city is not produced by the dairymen
of Perth, but comes from dairies in the
outer suburban areas. The dairyman sends
his milk into a receiving depof in Perth,
and the retail milk trader purchases his
supplies from the depot at a price of about
1s. 8%4d, a gallon, and retails it at 3s. a
gallon. The dairymen arve organised as
producers, and the retailers also possess a
registered organisation. "The latter body
recently notified the three wilk-purchasing
depots operating in Perth that it required
a reduction of 2d4. a gallon in the price
paid.  The depots, in turn, notified the
produeers that, if the request of the re-
tailers werc granted, it would mean an
automatic reduetion of the same amount
in the price they were being paid.  The
distriet branch of the milk producers’ or-
ganisation met, and considered the matter
and decided to hold a mass meeting at the
Court Hotel on Thursday morning next. It
has been suggested that some of the sup-
pliers are prepared, if the price paid te
them for their milk is reduced by 2d. a
gallon, to withhold their milk from the
depots. In the meantime, the retailers are
continuing their negotiations for a redue-
tion with the managers of the depots.

Mr. Marshall: What about the competi-
tive system you gave ns a little while age?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Capt. CARTER: In a matter affecting
the public health aa this does, there should
he a more mobile system than that operating
in Perth to-day. In other parts of the
world I have seen very up-to-date systems,
under which at the receiving depot the milk
is bottled in stated quantities, the hottles
being  hermetically sealed.  These sealed
bottles are taken to the houses of the con-
sumers and there exchanged for empty rnes.
That very expensive system was institnted in
Aberdeen. T do not suggest its adoption
here, but nevertheless we could effect a great
improvement. 1 have previously spoken iun
this House on the cost to the dairyman of
offal feed. The feed is supplied to him at
a pricc whieh he cannot possibly afferd on
the net returns from the milk, baving regard
to the excossive eost of distribution. Dut if
three or four out of six or seven milk carts
were done away with, the price of milk conld
be very much reduced from its present figure.
Allied to the milk question is that of water
supply.

[Several interjections.]

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! If hon. mem-
bers do not keep erder, I shall have to ca-
force the rules. I will nol speak again.

Capt. CARTER: I wish to say at the ount-
set that the Government have acted very
commendably in taking the initial step for
the provision of an adequate water supply
for the city of JPerth. 1 accept this as a
vigible token of the interest which the Gov-
ernment show in the general polities of the
gountry, [t is high lime that somcthing
was done for the wetropolitan area in
this respeet. If the Minister for Works is
right in the replies he has given—and I know
he believes that what he predicts will come
to pags—when the first steps towards an ad-
ditional water supply will have been com-
pleted, in Decemlber next, instead of having
three million gallons in the Mt. Hawthorn
regervoir, we shall have 13 million gallons
there.  Purther, it is promised that we shall
have an up-to-date filtration plant available
at Mt. Hawthorn. Another promise is that
another ten miliion gallons, or thercabouts,
will then have been added to the amount in
the King's Park reservoir. If that comes
about. it is possible, and indeed highly proh-
able, that mext summer the water supply will
be very greatly improved. 1 know, and prob-
ably the Minister knows better than I e, that
unless something is done quickly, before the
summer arrives, in placing new mains on the
higher levels, even the added supply of 20
million pallons will not suffice to pump the
niter into the houses on the higher luvels;
atl for thiz rcason—and the Minister knows
it, his Qepartment having had enough difhi-
culty in the matter—that the pipes in some of
the areas are clogged up, or nearly so, with
the accumulated sediment of many years.
FEver since the hore water was allowed to
run into ouwr mains, we have had a tremend-
ous quantity of what can only be described
as filth pumped into the maina. That filth is
still in the mains. T know that the depart-
ment oceagionally flush the mains. They have
done it lately, and many inquiries have come
my way as to whether the bad water hag
started again. Unless the Government are
prepared to take out the smaller mains feed-
ing the higher levels, the added weight of
the water on Mt. Ebza and Mt. Hawthorn
will not be a sufficient addition to furnish
the supply of water necessary for houschold
consumption. The Minister has told me that
the Government have considered the question
of laying new mains.

The Minister for Works:
some of them now.

Capt. CARTER: I am glad to hear it.
[ wish to congratulate the Government on
having taken such prompt action, Tt is neces-
sary to discount the statements made from
the opposite side——

Hon. T. Walker: ‘‘Opposite side’’ again,

_ Capt. CGARTER: —that the people were led
into this preat project with their eyes elosed.
At the North Perth meeting the Premier, in
cxpounding the water policy, fairly stated
that the rate wonld have to be met by the
people, and he named the ratc. We know
that this water supply 1s going to eost us a
great deal of money. But we know that the

We are laying
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eost is inevitable. We know that the Govern-
ment realise the need for improving the water
supply.

The Minister for Works: We realised it in
1920, but we could not get the money.

Mr, Corboy: What rate was named by the
Premier ¥

Capt. CARTER: Two shillings and nine-
penee. That is purely for the information
of the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy).
Everybody else knows it. Passing from that
subject, I wish again to stress the urgent
need for greater facilities in the settlement
of industrinl disputes. I believe that the
present Arbitration Court is not capable of
bhandling the whole of the business waiting
on its files for hearing. We know that cases
have been on the list of the Arbitration Court
for 12 and 18 months, I will say very little
more than that this does net make for indus-
trial peace. It does not cncourage faith in
arbitrution if an applicant, whether it be a
unign of employees or o union of employers,
knows that a hearing cannot be ohtained un-
der such a time as that. My suggestion is
that the Government should seriously consider
the appointment of another court to aect in
eo-operation with the present conrt. When
last I heard, therc were just on 40 cases in the
Arbitration Court’s list, and there will pro-
bably be a good many more before the court
gets to work again after the big case which
it has heen handling for some time. After
all, arbitration is the only satisfactory mcans
of settling disputes, of keeping the wheels
of industry going and of maintaining indvs-
trial peace; that goal, surely, is worthy of any
expense the Government may have to under-
take 'in the creation of an additional court.
T agree with the suggestion that a commission
should be appeinted to inquire into the ques-
tion of apprentices, and the general working
of arbitration. It would be a good idea if
we eould have a thorough sifting of the evi-
dence for and against the employment of an
increased number of apprentices in industrial
trades. The necessity for skilled men needs
no stressing, Everybody knows there is a
preat scarcity of skilled men. Whether the
blame les with the employer or with the
wnion, it is a crime against the young men
vt our State that we are not allowing them
tv become sgkilled artisans. Are they to be-
vome shopkeepers and labourers, or are we to
give them a chance te make for themselves a
uiche in the manufacturing history of the
world? We have all the clements of onc of
the greatest manufacturing countries the
world has known, yet our secondary indus-
tries arc practically silent. To-day we are
pctually importing articles, the raw material
for which was grown by us and sent away
to be manufactured and returned. In another
place Mr. Mills had something to say abont
the Royal Commission an Soldier Settlement.
Whether that hon. member is capable of
forming an opinion on the subject, whether
he cven read the report of the Commission—

Mr. Corboy: It may be that, like the mem-
ber for Toodyay, he did met read thie report.

363

Capt. CARTER: That is so. It seems
very much lke it. However, he said that
because the members of e Commissivy Wwere
not farmers, did not know bearded wheat
from a bar of soap, the soldiers suffered from
a lack of sympathy in the Commissioners. T
have never seen a man work harder than did
the chairman of that Commission, the member
for Collie (Mr. A. A. Wilson)., He sifted
every avenuwe of evidence that could be ad-
duced.

Mr, Johnston: All the Commissioners were
most painstaking!

Capt. CARTER:; For my part I gave my
best serviees. Fvery member of the Commis-
sion did his best. Tt is nothing short of gra-
tuitous insult for Mr. Mills to charge us with
lack of sympathy for the soldiers. The ap-
preciation shown by the Returned Soldiers’
League on reading the report should be suffie-
ient answer to Mr, Mills. If ever the Gov-
ernment be misgunided enocugh to appoint him
to a commission, I hope we in this Chamber
will be more charitable to him than he realiy
deserves. I should like to say a word abouc
the price of meat in Perth. Every metro-
politan member knows that the people of
Perth are paying far too much for their meat.
If we sell Wyndham beef in England, we can
surely secll it in Perth, and if we can sell
it at a low priee in London, we ought to be
able to zell at a low price in Perth. There is
a lack of explanation as to why the meat is
not brought to Perth, that we might benefit
by the reduced price. It has been said that
people will not eat frozen meat. From my
expericnee in the army I can testify that
there is good frozen meat as well as bad.

Mr. Marshall: What influence is at work
to canse the high price here, as against the
London price?

Capt. CARTER: I do mot know. If the
hon, member had enlightened us it might have
Lad some good effect on the Government.

Mr. Marshall: T will make a note of it
and enlighten you on some future occasion.

Capt. CARTER: 1 wish to touch upon the
necessity for the application of the workers’
homes scheme to Perth. I am mnot like those
members who oppose the suggestion by say-
ing therc iz no possibility of building a house
to-day on the terms prescribed in the Aet. I
would go further than ask for the application
of the scheme to Perth; T would have the ad-
vance increased to £750.

Mr. Davies: Do you think that would help
the worker?

Capt. CARTER: Yes, If to-day he is to
get a home worth anything, he has to pay a
big rent for it. In the meantime what he
pays in rent is lost to him. Under the work-
cra’ homes scheme, for the same rental he will
get the home he wants, and every penny he
pays in rent will benefit him, for the house

will become his own. I think this
admirable scheme shovld again be put
inte operation in Perth. I should like to

close with congratulations tn the member for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)} on the speech she
made the other night. It came as a breath



364

of fresh air, as a gust of sanc common-sense,
after a lot of the tongue-in-check talk we had
heard during the previous week or two. The
very apt illustration she drew from the
volume written in 1829 was strikingly ap-
propos of the prescent position. We were told
in that book that there were too many people
coming to the ecolony; that their position was
too hard; that they counld not pessibly make
good, and that there was ne land available.
We saw the other side of the pieture when
the hon. member tead a letter from her own
grandmother, written in 1842, wherein that
good lady tcld of the experiences she and her
husband had had in pioneering G0 miles out
in the bush amongst unfriendly blacks. When
we realise how the pioneers have blazed the
track, and what Australia is to-day ag the re-
sult of their enterprising labours, we need
have very little fear of the ultimate suc-
eess  of the Government’s immigration
scheme.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.40]: The
conclusion of the specch of the hon, member
who has just resnmed his seat was about the
hest of all his long tirade to the Assemhy
to-night. I endorse all he has said in praise
of the carly pionecrs, mere particularly the
ancestors of the distinguisked lady member
of this Chamber. The only thiug I have to
regret about it is to see such manifest de-
cadence, such fading away, as was cvidenced
by the speech delivered by the member for
Leederville (Capt. Carter). 1 cannot believe
that any of ihose early pioneers was lack-
ing in logieal perceptinn as, by his speech,
the hon. member appears to bhe. FHe
makes a fierce attack upon anybody who en-
deavours to alter the present organieation of
eapital in the weorld and proposes a4 common
ownership—State ownership—insiead of pri-
vate owncrship, State utilities instead of pri-
vate competition; and he econcledes with a
long appeal to the Government that the Gov-
ernment, or the deputies of the Government
in the munieipalities, shall take over the man-
agement of the milk supplies.

Capt. Carter: Did I say that?

Mr. Lutey: No, you only hinted it.

Hon. T. WALKER: You would not answer
my question.

Capt. Carter:
I did not say it.

Hon. T. WALKER: T do not ask the hon.
member to teach me fairness. T shall come to
a bad school if I enter that of the honm.
member. I know the hon. member would not
answer my qnestion when T asked ‘“by whom
authorisod 377 = Repestedly did I ask the
question. Now I give the hon. member a
chance to tell me whe is to take charge ois'
the reeeiving depdt. )

Capt. Carier: I am not in the witness
box.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of eourse not! Who
is unfair now? Ts it not only genfg]em:mly
to courteously reply to an interrogatien ask-
ing for information? .

Capt. Carter: What right have you to in-
terrogate mef

Try to be fair. You knoew

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, T. WALKER: Is it not only com-
men fairness? The hon. member talks of un-
fairuess, when he is so unfair as to evade a
direct guestion put for the purposc of elicit-
ing information. Where is the logie of the
hon. member?  What was his objeet in de-
erying Government ownership, and the re-
ttcration of private enterprise and private
competition?  Did he not urge that?  But
when it is n matter which affects some little
street in his constituency, where there are
six milk vendors when one could do the work,
he is up in arms. He would straight away
deprive five of them of their right to com-
pete, and give the monopoly to one who him-
self should not have the right to do as he
pleases, hut should he compelled to attend
at some receiving depdt governed cither by
a municipal or a government authority, and
to serve only in a partieular zone.

Hon, P, Cellier: All this was after read-
ing the speeeh of Sir Alfred Mond.

Hon. T. WALKER: After giving us a
grand picee ¢f cloquenee as contained in a
speech delivered in the House of Commons,
he proceeds to deal with a little short street
in Leederville containing six milk vendors,

Capt. Carter: You are putting up your
own nineping and knocking them down again,

Hon, T. WALKER: I am putting up no
arguments with the desire to knoek them
down. The hon. member knoeks down his own
arguments. The pity is that the hon. member
had not the sense to see it in the. short
speech he delivered.

Capt. Carter: TLound cheers!

Hon. T, WALKER: He completely an-
swered himself.

Capt. Carter: That is genuine wit. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. T. WALKER: He answered him-
self not only in that matter, but by infer-
ence he gave us to understand that therd
should be supervisors appointed—Dby whom
or who they would be we know not. These
supervigors would see to it that the milk
was properly bottled and corked so that the
reciptents could be sure of reeeiving the
gennine article.  And vet he would condemn
this policy of municipalisation and of State
eontrol.  Then again he concluded that the
State should provide free tramway passes and
railway passes,

Capt. Carter:
that?

Hon. T. WALEKER: Why not? What is
the insinuation now? What does the hon.
member wish to convey? TIs this another ex-
hibition of his fairness?

Capt. Carter: What are you frying to con-
vev?

Hon. T. WALEKER: This pattern of ex-
aited marality

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. T. WALEER: Is this the style of
the hon, member’s ethics?

Capt. Carter: Have you got to the point
yet?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must keep quiet. He has had an apportunity
of addressing the House.

I would not ask you for
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Capt. Carter: I had better get out.

Hon. T. WALKER : I ask members to
believe

Capt. Carter: Look at them all sitting
round you, about a dozen of them.

Pon. T. WALKER: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will not pretend to he more of a clown
sitting down than he was when standing up.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must not be offensive.

Hon. T, WALIKER: If those words are dis-
orderly I will withdraw them. I was not
sure that they were. The hon. member went
further. He would have these passes granted
by someone, not hy private entcrprise, hut
by the State. He is asking the State to do
something. Just now he said he would not
ask me to do that, but it is just that policy
and that preeisely, to which every member
on this side of the House is pledged. We
adopted that, but it is fereign to his policy.
It does not fit in with it. Tt is our common
plea, the everlasting aim and ohjeet of our
existence, not only to make the railways ulti-
maiely free as a public utility to those who
deserve g0 much from us beeause of the suf-
ferings they have undergone in the service
of this State and of the Empire, and the
world at large, but for all. We regard the
railways, not as a competitive profit-making
concern, hut as a utility for the service of
the people. It gives that service to the people
when it gives a free pass to returned soldiers.
Tt is our policy, and it is the inconsistency
of the hon. member to support it now. If he
is troe to the speech he read out to us as
being hiz gospel, whick produced so much
applause, there ean be no free passes to re-
turned seldiers, there can he no State service
or State utility to anybody, but he went fuy-
ther. He wants the Government to take
especial charge quickly and speedily and
wisely for the betterment of the water sup-
ply, a State concern. Tn the old days all
water supplies were privately regulated and
privately owned, but they have become State
concerns, and he approves of them and pleads
for their extension. Where is his consist-
ency ¥

Hon. P. Collier: Where is Mond?

Hon, T. WALKER: Where is his sense of
logie? I might give other instances of a like
nature.

Hon. P. Collier: Such as workers’ homes.

Hon, T, WALKER: Workers’ homes—homesy
built by the Government for workers, above
all; those toilers, those people who are so
unpicturesque in the viston of the hon. mem-
ber; those unholy people who have degener-
ated from the time of the grandmother of the
member for West Perth. Why cannot the
worker make his own home? Why ecannot he
do now what his forehears di@, build his own
home?

Hon. P. Collier: Exactly, build his own
home,

Hon. T. WALKER: Thevy had to build
their own homes. Wheo started the policy?
Who brought dewn the Bill to make workers’
homes possible—the party the hon. member
contemptuonsly designates as the other side,
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the opposition, Beaufort-street? One can
hardly under such circumstances seriously

éritickwe fhe hon. member. One wouid feel
that one was using force upon tissue paper
and would make oneself ridiculous by deing
so. [ must say it madec me feel that his
words ought to call for some comment for
his ungracious, ungentlemanly attack upon
one whe is no longer here to defend himself.

Hou. P. Collier: And he sneered at him,

Hon, T. WALKER: The gentleman is ene
who eame here on the same level as cvery
other member of the Overscas Delegation that
was sent by the House of Commons to in-
vestigate the conditions here for the recep-
tion of migrants from the Flome country.
He endeavoured to belittle that man, and on
what ground? He read his speech. T venture
to think there is no member but approves
of that speceh, I do not care on what side
of the House he sita. It was a carefully
weizhed expression of approval, not of con-
demnation of the work that was being done
in Lhis State for the relief of the Mother
land. Let it not bhe forgotten, however, that
the children of England are at this very
moment coming to her assistance as valiantly
and as loyally as they did when the bugles
of war were sounding their loudest. As thix
moment they are helping the Mother country
as valiantly, vigorously and loyally as it is
possible for one nation to give a helping haml
to another. As we know, England must re-
lieve herself from the tragic condition of
unemployment. True, that is not so tragic
as it i3 in some parts of Europe. It is a
painful secene to contemplate millions of
people on the very verge of starvation, being
fed almost from echarity, right in the heart
of that great historical nation, the Empress
of the world. We¢ need to help in relieving
England of this pressure. We are, therefore,
providing homes for settlers of the same
race as England and ourselves; true, with
the further ohjeet of building up our own
State, but chiefly at England’s request and
upon her plea, nnd with her assistanece we are
taking from her those it i3 well she should
be relieved of at the present juncture. That
heing so, how then can it be a reproach
against an hon, member of the House of
Commens who comes here and speaks on be-
half of Labour, and of those who will leave
England to come here and cettle? Is it mot
a testimony to the man’s hig heart that be
spoke as he did at that meeting?

Hon, P. Collier: That was hig offence in
the eves of the member for Leederville; he
was Labour.

Ilon. T. WALKER: That shows how party
can so colour and envenom the utterances ot
some people.

Mr. Richardson: The member for Leeder-
ville suffered a great dcal for his Empire,
did he uot? De not hoom one man against
anether on such a score.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a poor old game.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not think there
can he any need for a comment of that kind,

Mr. Richardson: You raised the point,
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Hon. T. WALKER: I have raised the
point that the hon. member has belittled a
member of the House of Commons, Mr.
Wignall.

Mr. Richardson: That is a question,

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the only ques-
tion I am counsidering at the moment, There-
fere the interjection is entirely irrelevant,

Mr. Richardson: It is quite relevant,

Hon. T. WALKER: It has no relevancy

whatever.
Hon. P. Collier: None at all.
Hon. T. WALKER: The member for

Leederville was so poisoned by party preju-
dice that he made viee out of the very virtues
of the man who was amongst us the other day.
He sought to show that the man had had
more concern for failure than sueccess.

Mr. Richardson: Mr. Wignall said that.

Hon. P. Collier: Is he to be sneered at
for that?

Hen. T. WALKER: TIs that something for
which we are to condemn Mr. Wignall?

Mr. Richardson: I am not condemning
him,

Hon. T. WALKER: The member for
Subizeo is too mueh of a man to
condemn him on the facts presented,

but there 'was not the same manhood or
clearness of vision exhibited by the mem-
ber for Leederville to see that the man,
who had care and regard for the failures,
had a bigger heart than the man who
lecoked only to successes and forgot the fail-
ures. There is spirit, compassion and a sense
of concern in the man who wants to know
where the failures are, what eaused them and
how they might be cured. That is the work
of 2 man. We can sce successes everywhere
and blind our eyes to misfortunes. We can
call this the happiest of worlds if we never
come into eontact with the failures of hu-
manity. The wman who really wants te know
what humanity is has to study the failures
and go down to the sufferers.

Mr. Pickering: That is the big problem
everywhere.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite so. If we want
to know the strength of a chain we look at
its weakest link, That is the only way to
get a grip of any question. Yet that ts im-
puted to Mr. Wignall as an offence or at all
events ns a slight. Mr. Wignall called the
Premier’s scheme a great seheme and ex-
pressed his nnbounded admiration of it, but
he wants to knoiv where the failures arc and
why they are caused and how they can be
avoided. It was because he had the Labour
stamp upon him that the member for Leed-
erville condemned him.

Mr. Richardson: T think from what M.

Wignall said that he will approve of the-

scheme.

Hon. T. WALKER: He has expressed ap-
proval of it from beginning to end, but what
littleness there is in some people!  For
the hon. member’s sufferings for the Em-
rire, put him on a pedestal and [ shall stand
at the foot of it; but we are dealing with
the speech he has delivered to-nipht. We are
testing his Jogic; not his ability to shoot

[ASSEMBLY.)

straight. The member for Leederville quoted
Mr. Wignall as saying that all the best of the
land he had seen, referring to all the States,
was fenced in and privately owned. This
shows how liltle arc the hon. member’s criti-

cal powers. .
Hon. P, Collier: That is so.
Mr. Richardson: He could not have seen

all the land,

Hon. P. Collier: He spoke of what he had
seen,

Hon. T. WALKER:
absolutely true.

Mr. Richardson:
ail.

Hon. T. WALKER: He said he had not

What he said was

But he had not seen it

«oen it all. Why find fault with him?
Mr, Richardson: I am just pointing out
that faet.

Hon, T. WALKER: No man has seen it
all. One speaks of what one has seen, and
he could speak only of what he had seen.
But beeause Mr, Wignall said what was per-
feetly obvious and true, some inference as to
partiality or incapacity is conveyed. Mr,
Wignall may have gone further and said that
all the land he had seen was privately owned
or owned by the Government in sueh a way
that it was hard to get at, and he may
have been right. Mueh of it is privately
owned; the rest is owned by the Govern-
mgnt, but it is net easy to put a
settler out at any spot the moment he ar-
rives. Mr. Wignall was cxpressing the diffi.
culty of scttlement and it is a difficulty
every member reeognises, It is a difficulty re-
cognised by the member for Subizco. All
Mr. Wignall did was to peint out the diffi-
enlty in the way of speedy settlement, a
thing which is pointed out night after night
in this Chamber. DBut beeanse he did it, it
is mentioned as a terrible imputation against
his character.

Hon. P, Collier: The member for Lecder-
ville must have been hard up for other mat-
ter.

Hon. T. WALKER: He must have been.
But it only shows how the party spirit is
capable of construing virtwe into a fearful
viee. That is a habit some people have, bat
it is not argument. I deemed it my duty to
speak as 1 have done for an absent man
whom T met and respected. 1 regarded him
as a really good type of British stock. He
had all the robunstness, the health of merry
Eungland, all the common sense of a sclf-rle-
veloped man, all the kindly heart of one that
knew what the tenderest terms in the Eng-
lish language, such as ‘‘fatber’’ and
‘‘brother’’ mecan. If we had more of his
fype sitting on the Government side, we
would have more dignity

Mr. Latham: We have a lot of dignity
over here.
Hon, T. WALKER:—And fewer ecxhi-

hibitions of the kind witnessed ta-night from
the member for Leederville, I shall leave the
hon. memher; T do not think the rest of his
speech deserves reference.

Mr. MeCallum:  What about the cradiea-
tion of capital?
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Hon. T. WALKER: To-day I asked the
Premier if he had coasidered the amount of
rainfall in that tract of country hetween
Seaddan and Norseman. A little time ago a
deputation waited on the Premier and urged
that the railway line be continued from its
present terminus to Norseman o as to link
up the Esperance line with the rest of the
railway system.

Mr. Harrison: A great pity it was not
started from that point.

Hon. T. WALKER: I agree with the hon.
member, but that was not my fault.

Mr. Harrison: Nor mine. The Minister
for Works also endersed it.

Hon. T. WALKER: In 180G when Sir
Newton Meore was Premier, there was a pro-
posal to carry the line simply to Norscman,
and T urged in a speech, which members can
consult in ‘‘Hansard,’’ that the line shouild
then go right through to ksperance from
Norseman. If that had been done, we should
have averted a lot of later difficulties. When
the Labour Government intioduced the first
Bill for a line touching Esperance, we pro-
posed a linc from Norseman to Erperance. It
was not Labour’s fault that the Bill was not
carried. Labour approved of it, but the late
Frank Wilson on the 19th December, 1911,
said:—

If the object be, and I take it from the
Minister's word that is his objeet, to give
farmers who may settle in that district the
goldfields market, why should we bulld the
line to Esperance? Why should we bhuild
the line over 35 miles of poor sandy coun-
try as mentioned in the majority repoert
and by the classifiers, Messrs. Hewhy and
May? Would it not be preferable to build
say, 30 miles of railway from XNorseman
southward, tapping the mallee country and
thus putting the settlers into touch with
the goldfields murket without ineurring the
enormous additional expense of going on
to Esperance? But if the object be to en-
courage wheat exportation, and that is the
only object to my mind that ecan justify
the construction of this line, then weo
shonld build 60 miles of line and tap the
mallee eountry east and west as recom-
mended by the majority report of the Ad-
visory Board.

We all remember that there were proposals
to go right through from Norseman to Ee-
perance.  Frank Wilson suggested 60 miles
from Esperance northwards, as his speech
indieates. In the following vear we reintro-
duced the Bill, and again the same conten-
tion was urged not to link up, Why not?
Because it was feared that Adelaide would
came into competition with Fremantle in the
trade for the goldficlds. That wae the real
reason. That fear had stood in the way for
a long time. Surely that fear is gone now. L
undersiand that the registrations of rain-
fall in the district between the terminus of
the line and Norseman indieate that for a
long way, if not right up to Norseman, the
rainfall is sufficient for wheat growing pur-
poses. So I am given to understand by the
Premier. If that be true—anid T can almost

367

assert positively it is true—then we have
here an area for settlement that will relieve
the (Government of all their prescnt difficnl-
ties in finding places fo put the meweomers.

Mr. Davies: The Premier said he would
give you the figures, did he not?

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes. We have the
figures, Bunt we have more than that; we
have the evidence of the Minister for Agri-
culture himeelf, He has recently been in
that district, and he is a practical farmer.
He has seen the area in the gap referred to,
and he is aware from the information he hes
ohtained that it is not merely a straight line
from Esperance to Norseman, but that an
enormous belt ¢f good wheat country extends
from the survey of the line to the castward,
connecting up again with the good land in
the west. All this is lanil casily cleared;
land which would cost less money for _scbﬂo-
ment purpeses than any cther area in the
State. A huge area of uniform counity cap-
able of producing wheat, this land, properly
served by rtailway communieation, would en-
able a scttlement to take place greater than
is possible in any other belt of country avail-
able in the whole of Weatern Australin.

3Mr. Harrisoni: 1 suppese you remember
that the Minister for Works said 90 miles
could be built from Narseman south at =
smaller cost than 60 miles from Esverance?

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite so. The work
would have been cheaper if it had been dene
then. But it czm he started from Norseman
now to link up, so that the cost would not ba
so much. The point I am making, and for
which I desire the sympathy of hon. mem-
bers, because we may have to rteeur to it,
is that we are already construocting that line
as an agricultural proposition. Tt is mo mew
thing, therefore, to extend the Jine. To make
it a complete settlement line we must go up te
Norseman. If we want to utilise that coun-
try which has been so glowingly deseribed by
the Minister for Agrieulture, we must con-
struct that line.

Mr. Johnston: Not to build the line would
be a vote of want of confidence in the Min-
ister for Agriculture.

Mon. T. WALKER: Quite so. It woull
ghow that the Minister is not fit to be trusted
abroad.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you re-
member the days when the hon. member in-
terjecting was a land agent in Kalgoorlie?

Hon. T. WALEKER: I do, and T remember
to his eredit that he always advoecated the
ronstruetion of this line. Moreover, I want
to say it is only fair to the Government that
the line should be extended. Stepping where
it does, the line could not be a profitable con-
cern for many vears to come. But if carried
through to Norseman it will immediately pay
expenses and return a profit. Tt is a business
propesition, apart from an agricultural pro-
position and apart from the service of the
numercus people whe for 5o long have heen
settled in the distriet. As a business proposi-
tion. therefore, I commend the line to the
Government's speedy consideration and ae-
tion, We have not too great a burden of
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legislation put down for consideration in this
session, and well might the consideration of
this propesal receive attention from the
Chamber at no distant date. 1 want to say,
too, that it is illogical to stop the line there
while we have all our lines running to the
worthward. Just a few more miles, a small
gap of some 60 miles, and then that great
helt of country is linked up not only with the
goldficlds line but with the Great Western
Railway.

Mr. Harrison: You cannot economically
work 60 miles of isolated railway.

Hon. T. WALKFER: The hou. member is
perfectly right. The line could not be run
at a profit as it is. If the present position
continues the railwuy will be dammed, and
the distriet blighted; the people who have
trusted us long and waited so long will lose
heart. Here is & country open and capable
of speedy development with sure success, and
there is not another streteh of eountry like it
in Australia. In 2 business sense, therefore,
it is the duty of the Government not to delay
but to attend to the matter at once and give
the House a chance of expressing an opinion
on it at an cariy date,

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [9.23}: The var-
ious subjects which are causing us some con-
cern at the present time have been dealt with
fairly extensively by the various spenkers on
the Address-in-reply, but therc are one or two
matters to which I desire to refer, May I,
first of all, express the very great pleasure I
felt in Distening to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs). His address,
I think, was one of the most reasonable we
have had during this debate. It was partie-
ularly pleasant 1o hear from a member of the
Country Party such remarks as the hon. mem-
ber was good enough to make regarding the
mining industry. I recolleet that twe or
three years ago the Primary Produeers’ As-
sociation made serious efforts to get a foot-
ing in the mining industry. I hope yon will
not think, Mr. Speaker, that I am going to
start on the Primary Producers’ Association
and Country Party Conference.

My, Latham: You are restricting yourself
very properly.

Mr. CORBOY: Had the same sentiments
swayed the memhbers of the Primary Produc-
ers’ Assoctation exerutive as swayed the mem-
ber for Wagin when speaking to-night, that
association would have met with a good deal
more sueeess than they did aehieve in the
mining districts, Tt is obvious that some-
thing should he done to assist the industry
that has dome so much in building up the
State. If we can get assistance from such
memhers as the memher for Wagin ()Mr.
Stubbs). T am satisfied that something will
be achieved.

Mr. Latham: You get a lot of assistance
from the Minister for Mines.

Mr. CORBOY: Personally T do not aito-
gether elass the Minister for Mines as a
member of the Country Party or of any other
party in this House.

[ASSEMBLY,]

Mr, Tatham: We do.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. CORBOY: The Country Party have
him to-day; we may have him the next day;
and Heaven knowa who will have him the day
after. That is the position as regards the
Minister for Mines. 1 do not say that tho
Minister has net dene what he thonght was in
the best interests of the mining industry. I
acknowledge that on numerous occasions when
I have been to him with rvequests be has
granted them., However, I do not know tLat
that fact refleets any great credit upon the
Country Party. .

Mr. Latham: Tt does.

Mr. CORBOY: Whilst I listencd with a
great deal of pleasure to the remarks of the
member for Wagin, I experienced something
of the opposite feeling in listening to those
of the member for Leederville (Capt. Car-
ter). I do not intend to follow the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) in going
through the speech of the member for Leeder-
ville, but it struck me ag somewhat peculiar
that the member for Leederville should ron-
demn a member of another place for a
““gratuitous insult’’ te this Chamber, and
then proceed to characterise most of the
speeches delivered here during the past fort-
night as having heen uttered by members
with their tongues in their cheeks. If that is
not an insult to almost every member who
has spoken on the Address-in-reply so far, T
do not know what it is. 1 desire to Follow
briefly the remarks made by the member for
South TFremantle (Mr. McCallum)} regarding
false apswers to questions nsked by members
of this Chamber, Personally, I have been very
dissatisfied with answers to questions put up
by me. I am quite convineed that, as wns
stated the other night, some departmental
officers are regarding it as a duty to put up
such answers to questions for Ministers as
will not give the information asked for, and
will in many cases leave a nasty sting behind.
T have in mind particularly a question which
I asked the Treasurer regarding the interest
on the sum involved in the Ravensthorpe
Smelter case, The desired information was
not given in the reply which the Premier fur-
nished. That reply was so framed as appar-
ently to answer the question, bot without dis-
closing anything.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: That is the art,

Mr. Johnston: Some of the artists ought to
be tarned out. ‘

Mr. CORBOY : Of course they should. Only
Iast Wednesday the member for Rrownhill-
Ivanhoe (Mr. Lutey) asked a question of the
Minister for lines with reference to the
Miners’ Phthisis Act passed last session. The
question was quite plain—

Has the Bill telating to Minzrs’ Phthisia
been assented to?

There is noe ambiguity whatever ahout
that question. The DMinister's reply was
equally plain, "*Ne.”? T Dhave before
me the volume of the statutes of the

past =orsion, and the Miners' Phthisis Act,
No. 16 of 1023, is represented as having
been assented to on the 22nd of Fetruary,
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1923, T do not personally think that the
Minister for Mines deliberately misled the
House in his reply. We all know that gues
tions asked here upon notice are passed to
the departmental heads for the framing of
acswers. In this particular case the reply
put up was that the measure had not been
assented to. That is a deliberate falsehood,
or else this copy of the Statutes is wrongly
printed.

The Colonial Secretary: The member asking
the question must have heen aware of the
position.

Me, CORBOY: T do not know what was
in the mind of the hon. member, but it struck
me at the time that that answer was de-
liherately false,

The Celonial Secretary:
lLoth made mistakes,

Mr. CORBOY: I am satisficd there is no
question of mistake entering into the matter
at alk.  The case i3 not usually so glaring
as in this instance, but I um satisfied that
members here huve a right to express their
disapproval of the eircumstance that e-
partmental officers apparently assume it to be
their duty to refrain from giving informa-
tion to members.

Mr. Pickering: Those officers are smart.

Mr. CORBOY: I o not consider it smart
to mislead members who are sent here to re-
present the people, and who are legitimately
cutitled to obtain information. Tn this par-
ticular case T am =atisficd that the answer was
not put up in that misleading way by the
Minister. There is, I think, an explanaiion,
The Minister world have in mind the faet
that the measure had net yet heen pro-
claimed and put in operation. But the ques-
tion was whether the measure had heen
assented to, and the answer to that question
wias ‘‘“No.””  As T have said, however, the
printed copy of the statutes states that it
wns assented to on the 22nd February, 1923,

The Minister for Mines: You are quite
right in that. There was a typographieal
error,

Mr. Hughes: Does the Minister accept the
responsibility ?

The Minister for Mines: The hon. member
reaily wanted to know whether the Act had
been  proclaimed.

Mr. CORBOY: XNo, the question was plain,
In this ease it was obwiously a foolish false-
hood.

They evidently

The Colonial Secretary: No, it was an
error,
Mr. CORBOY: The Minister can have it

that way if he likes. There have heen numer-
ous instances, however, of information heing
deliberateley withheld, or qnestions answered
m a way that dees not meet with the appreval
of members.  Something should he done to
stop that sort of thing. Tre position regard-
ing miners’ complaint should be remedied.
Last session’s measure was not contingent
upon the establishment of a Federal Lahora-
tery in Kalgoorlie. [ eannot believe that the
Minister for Mines, or the Government as a
whole, have refrained from giving effect to
that legislation in order to leave the
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field as intact as possible for Federal
investigation. That would ke a eruel
thing to du.  We have mnot had any

real explanation of the delay in putting the
Act into operation. The Minister himself has
worked ou the Golilen Mile and 1 am sure he
frels as keenly for those men suffering from
miners’ phthisis as we all de. I hepe he will
make a move soon to put the Act in operation.
If he does not think the legislation wili do
any gool, let him tell us what is the real
positien, and suggest what should be done.

The Minister for Mines: Your statement is
(quitec as mueh in error as the answer to the
question vou have mentioned.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not see ihat.

The Minister for Mines: The information
was given distinetly to the whole Hounse, I
suid, when speaking on the Bill, that it would
not he proclaimed uniil the Federal Govern-
went had established the laboratory.

Mr, CORBOY: I must have missed that.
IIad 1 noted the remark at the time, I would
have protested, because it is almost eriminal
for us to stand aside and do nothing, merely
heecuuse the I'ederal Government have not
dene something else. We can surely do some-

thing.

The Minister for Mines: We will do our
|rart.

AMr. CORBOY: I would like to see the

Minister do that, irrespective of what the
Federal authorities do. We should not wait
for them to act.

The Minister for Mines: We are not wait-
ing.

My, CORBOY: The Minister is more ae-
guainted with the position than | am, and 1
hope he will make it elear when he speaks on
the Address-in-reply. T do not want it to be
thought, exactly, that I am eritical, for I
want to be helpful. I want to know what is
the intention of the Government. The House
is unanimous in its desire to do something
for those affected. This is no party ques-
tion, with eriticism merely because John
Seaddan happens to be Minister for Mines.
I hope the Minister will be able to show some
tangible results of his efforts. As to the
mining industry generally, the present Admin-
istration is not altogether satisfactory. I do
not eontend that the Minister for Mines, or
his department, is at fault, but rather that the
responsibility rests with the Premier and the
party sitting behind the Government.  The
industry is going through what, in all prob-
abhility, is the most difficult period in the
history of Western Australian mining. It has
been confronted with all sorts of conditions
which have militated against success. It has
had to eontend with many things it was dl-
most impossible for the industry to deal with,
and vet we find merely four lines in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech regarding this industry. Those
four lines are in the usual optimistic style of
the Fremier, who remarked that prospecting
was procceding aetively and that evervthing
in the garden was lovely. The Minister for
Mines knows that evervthing in the garden
is not lovely. During the last few days he has
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been at Kalgoorlie endeavouring to do what
is possible to secure hetter returns for the
industry. The Government should have more
definite plans than havé been indicated so
far. The prospecting parties sent out by the
Minister have been somewhat 3uccessful.
‘They should be eontinned, but the sending out
of State-nided prospecting parties should not
be the beginning and end of the State assist-
ance to mining. 1 helieve something will be
done, for the elections are close at hand and
the Minister is becoming active regarding re-
ductions in the cost of water supplies. There
should he some more definite pronouncement
as to the Government’s intentions than is
contained in the four lines in the Governor's
Speceh. A Government who are umable to
ace past a sheaf of wheat will not administer
the country in the best interests of the State
as a whole. Get away from wheat and land
gettiement and we find that the Government
are devoid of a policy.

The Colonial Sceretary: Just now you-con-
gratulated the Minister for Mines on what
he has done for mining.

Mr. CORBOY: As head of the department,
he is doing what he thinks is in the best inter-
ests of the industry: he is not merely talking
about it. The Government, as a Government,
and tire Premier in particular, are displaying
a lamentable lack of interest in the mining
industry.

The Minister for Mines: The Premier went
to Coolgardie with the member for the dis-
triet recently.

Mr. CORBOY: He went to look at cotton.

The Minister for Mines: No fear! THe
went over a nunber of mining propositions.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so., The Minister
knows that on the Premier’s return from
Coolgardie he expressed astonishment at the
type of people residing on the fields.

The Minister for Mines: He has been
judging them by their Parlinmentary repre-
sentatives.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister was one of
the first mining representatives and I am not
surprised that the Premier gained a wrong
impression. Apart from the Rédistribution
of Seats Bill

Mr. Mullany: Hush! That is taboo!

Mr. CORBOY: In common with you, Mr.
Speaker, and the member for Menzies (Mr.
Mullany), I am the representative of one of
the constituencies to be blotted out. Apart
from that Bill, the Governor’s Speech eon-
taing reference to no measures of vast im-
portance for this session, The member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) would say that we
have enough legislation and we should get
down to administration. That wonld he all
right if the Government were satisfied with
the existing Acts and had proceeded to ad-
minister them properly. T am not satisfied
with the present administration of the State’s
affairs. The investigations of the Soldier
Settlement Commission convineed me that
there could he a lot of tightening up in ad-
ministration in various directtons. The policy
of the Government is mainly land settlement,
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and we dealt with the application of that
policy as it affeeted the soldier settlers. We
found that the administration could have
been a preat deal better. None of us is in-
fallible and there must be mistakes. Some
of the mistakes in eonnection with the soldier
scttlement scheme pointed o incompetence in
high quarters. I would like to sce the Gov-
ernment concentrate npon doing their job
properly. Formerly we had eight Ministers,
and I have been informed by one Minister
that in those days they were kept well up
to the collar and kept busy. To-day, with a
huge immigration secheme, and various other
activities that make more work for Ministers,
we find that six Ministers are coping with
the task, and that it is always possible to
cat one of them to open 2 hall in some dis-
tant part. [t would appear that with fewer
Ministers controlling the position, the same
personal control and attention to the adminis-
tration of the various offices cannot be ob-
tained nowadays. Without proper Ministerial
control, laxity in administration and in the
work of departments, with conscquent waste
of public moncys, are to be mnoted. This
must be so unless Ministers look after their
jobs properly. The results of the present
methods were seen in connection with the
soldier settlement scheme. Money has been
wasted, and there was not that attention
given to the affairs of the department, from
the Minister down, that was neeessary to
see¢ that this position was not allowed
to continue. The member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson) caused some amusement when he in-
formed members that he had seen logs with
many holes bored in them for blasting pur-
poses, and yet he could have lifted those logs
and carried them to the fires. I am not as
strong as that hon.- member, but T saw one
log in particular at Balingup with nine holes
in it that T could have carried casily. There

were innumerable instances of waste to which

our attention was drawn. As to immigration,
I stand for it. The Labour Party as a whole
stands for it, and definite statements to that
effect have been made by members holding
responsible positions in connection with the
movement. Just as definiteiy, I state I will
not sit quietly by and permit it to be inferred
that the present scheme earries my endorse-
ment. It does not. I recognise that we must
have a greater number of white people here
if we are to retain and develop the country.
The Government are bringing people here and
the scheme involves an enormous expenditure.
Having incurred that expenditure, the Gov-
ernment make no effort to retain the popula-
tion at present here nor yet to retain the mi-
grants themselves. The statistician’s figures
disclose that we are not gaining in population
proportionately to the number of migrants
arriving. hile the Government are concen-
trating on a scheme to bring people to this
country, they are neglecting the conservation
of the people already here. Tt is useless
spending money on immigration if we do not
make it possible for our own people to remain
with us. There are all those who have had to
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get out of the mining industry as a result of
the bad times the industry has passed through,
What has beecome of them? The bulk of
them hasve found that the Eastern States offer
them greater opportunities than we ean, and
so they have left us. We shounid be able to
show them good reasons for their remaining
in the State. Tf we cannot do that for our
own people, we cannot show the migrant a
good reason for his coming here. If the
country be not good enough for our own peo-
ple to stay in, it is not good enough to bring
people to at enormous cost. I wish to reit-
erate something I have previously said in re-
spect to the placing of settlers when they ar-
- rive. The whole responsibility for placing the
seftler and looking after him should rest
with the Government. It is wrong that they
should hand it to an irresponsible body. No-
body can claim thut the New Settlers’
League is net irrespensible. We should not
have the so-called drives, men going round
the eountry in motor cars begging farmers to
take new arrivals.

Mr. Johnston: It displays a fine public
spirit on the part of the Leaguec.

Mr. CORBOY: I am not condemning the
New Settlers’ Leagne. They are deing their
hest in what they regard as a duiy to the
State; but T say the work should not be placed
in the hands of those men, that it is a Gov-
ernment responsibility.

The Minister for Mines: They are doing
the work well.

Mr. CORBOY: We have heard of isolated
complaints. There is developing to-day a
very general complaint that the work of the
New Settlers’ League in this respect does not
tend to the best interests of the migrants or
of the immigration scheme.

Mr. Johnston: In what direction?

Mr. CORBOY: I have heard it definitely
stated that migrants have been placed by the
League and shortly afterwards, when another
bateh of new settlers arrive, the League
ofticials appeal to the employer of the first
nigrant to take another in his place, “*He
has been with youn for a time,’’ they say, ‘fand
he can now look after himself while you take
somebody else.’’

Mr, Pickering: Can yon give evidence of
that?

AMr. CORBOY: So general has been the
ecomplaint that T do not expect any difficulty
in getting the evidence. T have had the com-
plaint from a number.

Mr. Pickering: If you can verify that
statement, the officinl of the New Settlers’
League will be dismissed.

Mr, CORBOY: I believe the hon, member
is a member of that League, and T wiil en-
deavour to get the proof for him,

Mr. Marshall: Certainly he has all the
qualifications for membership of the League.

The Minister for Mines: Why make an un-
neeessary ohservation, sveh as that?

Mr. Piekering: The Minister has nothing
to write home abhout.

Mr. CORBOY: T hope the Government will
accept the whale responsibility for their
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scheme, and not rest content with dumping
migrants into the State and leaving it to
somebody rlse to fossick for them.  The
country is capable of absorhing migraats at
a fairly fast rate, if only the Government
would handle the job properly and not pass
it over to ountside organisations,

The Minister for Mines: I think the New
Settlers’ League ean handle it hetter than
wo ean.

Mr. ("ORBOY: Because they are doing 1t
more cheaply than youn ran.

The Minister for Mines: Well, that means
saving money to the State and to the tax-
payer. If it he done satisfactorily, what is
wrong with it?

My, CORBOY: But it is not being done
satisfaetorily.

Mr. Hughes: Why not haud over the Mines
Department to the New Settlers’ League? It
would save salaries.

Mr. Johnston: That is getting teo close
home.

Me, CORBOY: The position of the group
scttlement seheme was causing me a little con-
cerny indeed it still is. The investigations of
the Soldier Settlement Commission convinced
me that there is doubt as to what will be
the ultimate result of group settlement under
the present secheme. By that, I do not wish
it to be understood thaf I do not think set-
tlers can succeed in the South-West; I be-
lieve they can,

Mr, Pickering: They have sueceeded.

Mr. CORBOY: And I believe they will aue-
eced in the future. But I believe also that
under the method adopted by the Premier in
group settlement, the c¢apital cost of the
holdivgs will be so high that without' very
careful nursing it will be difficult indeed for
many of the settlers to carry on. Of course
we shall have an oceasional man of extra
resouree and ability who will get through
under any diffienlty; but, taking the average
man on the group settlements, T very much
fear we shall have a position similar to that
which arese in soldier settlement, namely,
that a very great writing down of the Jia-
bility will be necessary to enable the sctiler
to carry oOn.

Mr. Pickering: The Government have the
evperience of toldier settlement to guide them.

My, CORBOY: [ had intended to refer to
the total clearing done on cach of the blocks,
Iut the Premier has informed me that he
has stopped total clearing altopether.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It has been stopped
for some time.

Mr, CORBOY: Wherever we went in the
South-West amongst men of experience we gnt
definite cvidence that the system of total
clearing was not profitable, at least not down
there. Partial elearing was recommended by
these having any knowledge of the South-
West. The Premier informs me that 15 the
system in eperation to-day. T think it will
give the settlers a very much better chance
of getting through. The country is all right,
and with proper assistance, with the estab-
tishment of butter factories at convenient
points, and fthe introduction of the right
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type of milk preducing cattle, we shall have
a successful scheme. Even then T fear a
great deal of writing off will be necessary
to bring the capital cost within the produe-
tive possibilities of the Llock.

Mr, Pickering: T do net think 2o, i+ the
lines you suggest are followsd.

Mr. CORBOY : It must be remembered that
a great many were scttled under the old sys-
tem of total clearing. In nearly every one of
those instances it will be necessary to do some
writing down. If that prove to be the case,
T hope the Government will face it beldly and
not try, as in soldier settlement, to move the
man off the block because he ecannot pay,
and give the block to another at the reduced
price. That has bappened to soldier settlers.

Mcr. Johnston: And to others, pioncers, too.

Mr, CORBOY: If we are to write down,
let us do it for the fellow who has put in the
original battling. I wish to refer to onc or
two matters in connection with finance. Tt is
degrading to find newspapers which set them-
selves up as puides for the people, as store-
houses of information, yet allow party spleen
to so influence them that they condemn in
one party what they are almost ready to ap-
plaud in another. We all remember that when
the Minister for Mines was Premier the
1 West Australian’’ hammered day after day
the fact that we were “‘gone o million,’’ and
pointed out that the State was rushing to the
brink of disaster. Yhat is the.position to-
day?

The Minister for Mines:
earthquake since then,

Mr, CORBOY: And it deposited the hon,
member amongst those to whom he had pre-
viously sat opposite. But not even that faet
was sufficient to turn the six million deficit
of to-day into something to keep silent about,
while the million deficit was something to
howl abont all night. What did the **West
Australian’’ say when we on this side
dared te draw attention to the six million de-
ficit? That anthority told us we were dam-
aging the credit of the State, and were dis-
loyal. That journal which held up the ex-
Premicr to ridicule because he had gone back
. a million, says to-day we are disloyal if we
draw attention to the faet that the present
Government have gone back six millions.
When a paper which sets itself up as an in-
structor of the people will go so far as the
‘“Weat Australian’’ has gone in flattering
the present Premier, it ja not worthy of he-
ing used for wrapping up meat. The position
should eause us very serious concern. I have
already drawn attention to the faet that our
population is net inereasing as it should be,
having regard to the number of migrants.
Another f£actor which eauses me grave concern
s that eur expenditure is going up by leaps
and honnds, while we are not getting sufficient
people to hear it. The Premier, from 1919 to
1923, spent in his deficit and loans over and
ahgve revenue over twelve millions maore
than the revenue produced. He has gone
hack twelve millions, while the population
has inereased by only 26,000,

There has been an
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Mr, Johnston: You do not include the pro-
fitahle expenditure of loan moneys, surely?

AMr. CORBOY: It does not matter whether
the money is profitably spent or not. The fact
that we are spending money at that rate
should be compensated by a proportionate
gain in population.  Another fact that is
canging me some concern is that we are not
increasing as we should do the area under
erop.

The Minister for Agriculture: Nonsense!

Mr. CORBOY: It is just as easy for the
Minister to say that now as it was for the
Premier to say ‘‘nonsense’’ when the Lab-
our Government wanted to open up a new
province.

The Minister for Agriculture: Are you
coming back to the reeord crop during the
Labour régime in 1915%2

Mr. CORBOY: During the last year of
the Lahour Government, when we were in the
throes of war, and many of our primary pro-
ducers were away with the Army, we bad n
greater arca under crop than we had last

‘year.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Not because
we had a Labour Government. .

Mr. CORBOY: It does not matter what
Government was in office, The area under
crop decreased in the years following.

The Minister for Agriculture; What would
be the special reasen for that large area being
under ¢rop?

Mr. ITughes: A progressive administration.

Mr. CORBOY: Seeing that many of our
primary producers were away from the State
and it was yet possible for those left behind
to put in that large area of erop, there must
be something wrong with last year.

The Minister for Agridulture: There was
alao a greater area under crop in the other
States.

Mr. CORBOY: Those States are not land-
ing immigrants and spending money on prim-
ary production at the rate we are doing. We
are supposed to be doing something in that
direction, but instead of making progress we
are going back. The same thing applies to
stock. Between 1918 and 1922 there was a
hig decrease in the number of sheep, cattle,
horses and pigs.

Mr. Stubbs: The droughts were responsible
for that.

Mr. CORBOY: They may have been re-
sponsible for some of the decrease, but not
all.

Mr. Latham: Droughts are respensible for
a reduction in the number of stock, and bet-
ter farming methods arc responsible for the
smaller area under eultivation. There is more
fallow, .

Mr. CORBOY: That does not account for
the dron in the area under cultivation.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Tt is ae-
countable more from the faet that a large
area of land went back towards its original
coudition, because there was no one to keep
up the improvements.

Mr, CORBOY: Tt is ridiculous to make
that assertion seeing that in 1916, when most
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of our men were away, we experienced a par-
ticularly good year.

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
the crop pot in in 1915, the vear after the
war.

My, Johnston: And the farmers had a
guaranteed price for their wheat.

Mr. CORBOY: In view of the large ex-
penditure in assisting the establishment of
primary production, and putting men on the
land, we should be showing hetter resuits.

The Minister for Mines: The growth of
wheat is not entirely primary production.
What about the increases in our herds and
our wool produnetion?

Mr. CORBOY: Therc has been a reduction
in our herds.

The Minister for Agriculture: What is the
reason for that? .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The farmers were
working on Govermment money in 1916,

Mr, Harrison: And they were putting in
al the land they could without faliowing.

Mr. CORBOY: The Government have been
spending large sums of money on primary
production. The indebtedness per head has
inereased by no less than £I7 in the three
years 1918 to 1022,

Mr. Latham: Quote the value of the pro-
duction in those years.

Mr. CORBOY: That is not a true indica-
tion of the position. In the ease of wheat
we may get a greater amount of money with-
out getting a greater quantity,

Mr. Latham: Tt was 4s. 4. a bushel last

year.

Mr., CORBOY: Farmers can get values
without getting the quantity.

The Minister for Agriculture: What is

your contention?

Mr. CORBOY: The Government have spent
twelve million pounds over and above the
revenue, and have spent the bulk of this in
endeavouring to foster a primary industry,
and in bringing migrants here. Despite that
fazet our population is not ineredsing at the
rate it should, and our area under cultivation
has also not in¢reased.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, it has.

Mr. CORBOY: Neither are our herds in-
ereasing. We should be geotting better results
for onr money.

The Minister for Apgriculture: We should
have got hetter results last year but for the
short scason. We have do control over the
seasons, ’

Mr. CORROY: XNo. We should get a defi-
nite anmouncement from the Ministry as to
whether it is wise to continue to spend monev
at the present rate, and increase the indebted-
ness per hearld by over £5 per annum, withont
any tangible return for the outlay. T hope
some more definite results will be obtained
directly than has been the ecase in the past.
With regard to insurancé, members will recol-
lect that at the first session of this Parlia-
ment 1 bronght forward a motion recommend-
ing the advisableness of establishing a State
insurance office to cover all form of insurance.
I believe the Minister for Mines promised
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that inquiries would be made, but so far we
kave heard nothing. A good deal can be
done in helping various people to better their
nosition if the State will take np insuranee
work similir to the Queensland scheme.
Queensland is benefiting in many directions
as a result of this scheme. I will guote some
af the things which have been brought about
there:—

The resultant competition for hbusiness
forced reductions in premiums ranging
from 20 to 33 per cent., which means a
saving of X200,000 per annum to the in-
suring public. Iire insurance on dwellings
which previously cost 9s, now costs 63,
and that on business risks, which formerly
cost the insurer 90s., may now be had for

728,

Mr. Johnston: Is that per £1007

Mr. CORBOY: Yes.

Afr. Johnston: It seems high compared
with what we pay here,

Mr, CORBOY: Businesy risks cover a
multitude of things. The articie from which
I am quoting continues—

Life insurance rates have also decreased
by 23 per cent, Duegpite these reduetions in
premiums the State inswrance office has
shown a profit averaging £50,000 per year,
and the total profit since the inception of
the office to Jone 1922, ameounted to
£208,446.

This means a great deal, not only for the
working poblic who pay on their dwellings
anid small insurance policies, but alse te busi-
ness people. There is a feature about it that
appeals to me a yreat deal more than any-
thing cl:e, and that is the Workers’ Compen-
sation clause of the seheme. This deals with
oeeupntional diseases, [ appeal to members
to read the remarks of Dr. Mitchell, of the
Wooreloo Sanatorium, on the subject of tuber-
culosis. He makes a strong plea for some
definitec methods in regard to mioners com-
plaint. e says it is not a matter of party
politics or anything of that sort; that it is
something in whieh all can help. A pro-
per scheme of workers’ eompenszation cover-
ing oceupational discases and administeréd by
a State insurance office would enable us to do
a great deal more for these sufferers than
we are able to do with the Mine Workers”’ Re-
lief Fund.

Mr, Stubbs: Should not the workers eon-
tribnte a little towards that fund?

Mr. CORBOY: They do contribute. 1
want to see the whele thing placedt on a
proper husiness footing under the contro! of
a State insuranee office so that men in the in-
dustry wilt get the full benefit of that which
they contribute and that praper provision may,
bhe made for them instead of their receiving
mercly a miserable pittance., The article upon
insuranee save—

Successful as have bheen the operations
of the State insurance office in fire, marine
and life insurance, a perusal of the record
of the cifiee in connecetion with workers’
compensation brings home mast strikingly
how the workers of the State have heen ad-
vantaged by State insuranee. The State
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office has a monopoly of this class of in-

surance, with the result that it pays up to

£2 a week to single men and up to £3 10s.

a week to married men during the time lost

through aceident. Previously the insurance

companies paid £1 per week. The compensa-
tion for a totally disabled person has been
increased from £400 to £750 and the
amount payable in case of death has been
raired from £400 (paid by private com-
panies) to £600. During the vear ended

June, 1922, the sum of £221,000 was paid

to injured workers.

There is another portion of this artiele 1
would like to quote, dealing with workers’
compensation. It reads:—

In this respect, figures issned by the
State Govermment are illuminating. Prior
to the State taking over a monopoly of
workmen’s compensation insurinee, of every
£100 received in preminms by the insurance
eompanies, only £34 was paid to injured
workers a8 compensation. The remaining £60
went fo sharcholdlers in dividends or was
abgorhed in expenses as a result of the cat-
thront competition for Dusiness then operat-
ing. To-day the State office paid away in
claims £33 for every L£100 reecived in pre-
miums, so that the working expenses are
only £17. The State offiec has thus taken
the money wasted in competition or ab-
sorbed in profits by the greedy insurance
companies and paid it to injured workers.
Mr. Johnston: Have not they a monopoly

of that elass of business?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, they have a monopoly
of workmen’s compensation and have been
able to reduce the expenses to o very great
extent, giving the worker the henefit of the
saving, To-day he gets £83% ont of every
£100 collected, whereas previously he received
only £34. Beecause of that saving, they can
pay £3 10s. to a married man as against £1
previonsly.

Mr. Stubbs:
that fund?

Mr. CORBOY: The employecs in Queens-
land do not contribute, It is preetically a tax
on industry.

The Minister for Mines:
pays it.

Mr. CORBOY: TIn Quceensland  workers’
compensation has heen made 2 tax on in-
dustry. That is the proper body to bear the
eharge.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Government
fund here has grown ro high that they do
not know what to do with the money.

Mr. CORBOY: When I moved my motion
in the House I gnoted the Government work-
ers’ scheme and showed that the Government,
up to two years ago, had saved £49,000 that
they would otherwise have paid to private
companics. T wish now fo deal with one or
two matters affecting my own eclectorate or
what is temperarily my electorate.

Mr. Stubbs: I am to reecive portion of
your electorate.

Mr, CORBOY: Baut the portion the hen.
member will inherit is uninhabited.

Do they contribute towards

The empleyer
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The Minister for Mines: Then it is com-
parable with the new electorate of Karra-
katta,

Mr. CORBOY: Hardly so, because if one
could get the whole of the votes of the
people down there, one would win pretty
ensily. Statements have been made that there
ia a paucity of wheat lands on which the
Agricultnral Bank will make advances. Peo-
ple have complained that, after the Lands
Department have made blocks available, the
Agricultural Bank authoritics have refused
to advauce against them, beeavse they did
uot regard the blocks as offering sufficienily
good seeurity. Possibly the question of cost
governs the position, but I would like fo know
irom the Government whether it is not pos-
gible to inform people when they go to the
Lands Department precisely what the position
is regarding an Agricultural Bank advance.

The Minister for Agricnlture, It is always
specified.

My. CORBOY: 1 defy the Minister fo
prove that. Oue may go o the Lands De-
purtment to-morrow and take up wheat land
and the Agriculturnl Bank will refuse an
advance.

The Minister for Agrienlture: In most
cases the person taking up land is told that
apecifically.

Mr. CORBOY : There have been complaints
that nnless peo;le take 1p such land, there is
uo other land available, The Government
have embarked on an experiment in the
Southern Crass-Bullfineh arca. The Minister
for Mines, accompanied ty Mr. MeLarty and
myself, went right through that country last
vear and [ think he was favonrably im-
pressed.  Sinee then the Government have
thrown open a big area of that land on a
hasis of 50 per cent. advance from the Agri-
calturnl Bank. Many very fine men have
gone up there, and some of the best have
had to leave the district becavsc they conld
not make a suceess of it on the 50 per eent.
advanee. One man was getting only 7s. 6d.
per acre on the 50 per cent. basis and, as he
had a family of nine children, he found it
impossible te earry on. [ have a suggestion

.which T hope will receive serions considera-

tion, namely, that the Government should
grant the fwll advance of 30s. per aere for
clearing for the first 200 aeres. If this were
done settlers would be able to get a crop in.
Tf the Government did not then see fit to con-
linue the 100 per cent. basis, they could re-
duce the advance to 50 per eent. I hope
the Minister will earnestly consider this pro-
posal, because I think investigation will show
that it is possible to grant this concession.
Judging from conversations with Mr, Me-
Larty, I conclede that he is favourably im-
pressed with the distriet, but the other two
trostees of the bank, who have not inspected
the work done therc during reeent years, are
proving a stumbling block. If those in au-
thority devoted a little more earnest consid-
cration to the matter, there would be greater
chances of making a suceess of the settlement.
Some of the men whe have gone there in the
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last few years have donme extremely well
There were a group of six soldier geitlers
whom the Minister for Mines met. One of
thom has no less than 150 acres under erep
this year, and a oumber of others are deing
remarkably well. 1f proper consideration is
given to my proposal, the outlook for these
gettlers will he very much brighter.

On motion by Mr, Davies, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned ot 1024 pan.

Legislative Qouncil,

Wednesday, 22nd August, 1923.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m, and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resmined from the previous day.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
{4.35]: 1t had been my intention to econ-
gratulate Mr. Ewing upon his ‘elevation to
Cabinet rank, but after hearing Mr. Helmes
yesterday I am not sure that instead of con-
gratulations he does not need sympathy.
However much the Leader of the House may
wish to carry out his ideals, which, no doubt,
are the same now as they were in the past.
he is only one of six, and will have to do tha
best he can with the hrutal majority against
bim. I had the honour of being in Cabinet
for a good many years, 1 was always very
outspoken regarding State trading concerns,
for instance. 1 was Honorary Minister for
Agriculture, and was called vpon to deal with
some of the trading concerns. 1t was with
great pleasure I was able to wipe out the
fish-selling business and the meat-selling busi-
ness. Had T had the management of the
other trading concerns, no doubt I would
have found means of doing the same thing
with them.

Hon. V. Hamersley: You did that without
any Act of Parliament.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: Yes. I ob-
tained legal opinion. I do not know whether
the present legal advisers of the Government

tender advice that is not so good as it was
in the past. The fact remains I managed to
drive a coach and four through the Aet when
I wanted to, and drove it to some purpose,
I hope the Leader of the House will use all
the influence he has with his colleagues to see
whether something cannot be done with these
trading concerus. I have always held they
are wrong in principle. There may be times
when the Government should step in, as for
instance in the early day of the geldficlds be-
tween Esperance and Coolgardie. The owners
of the water condensers skied the price of
water to such an extent that it was almost
better to die of thirst than te buy it. The
Government then installed condensers and
policed that district, and brought down the
price to a rensonable figure. They warned
the pirates that if they did not in future con-
duct their business in a reasomable manner
they would again be undersold. Private er-
terprise, however, kept going and did the
trade. The Government condensers did very
little more than supply departmental officers
travelling up and down. They fulfilled the
necessary function, however. We were told
that the other State trading concerns were
going to do exactly that and no more.

Hon. J. Cornell: Evidently the Covernment
condenscrs did not join the combine,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I am coming
te that. We started sawmills because it wan
thought the people were heing penalised
through the price charged for slcepers for
the Railway Department. Tha Liberal Gov-
crnment ereeted a sawmill in order to obtain
sleepers for rhat department,

Heon. T. Moore: And a good one ioo.

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: Yes, but it
was the wrong way to go ahout it. There
was another way without starting sawmills of
getting railway sleepers at a fair price, The
forests helonged to the State, and by regula-
tion the royalty couid be aitered from time
to time. T said to the Premicr of the day,
‘Do not start sawmills; you have the situa-
tipn in the hollow of your hand by your for-
estry regulations. Yon e¢an make these peopln
supply you with cleepers at a fair price and
ean state the number that each firm shall
supply.”’

Hon. J. Duftell: You arc not a believer in
price fixing are you?

Hon, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT: I believe in
a fair deal for all. The Government could
have ensured a certain number of sleepers
annuaily at a fair price. This wouid have
been mrreh better than starting the ball rolling
and arriving at our present position. Whea
the Labour Party came into office, believing
as they did in State trading, they embarked in
the timber industry in a large way, Did they
police the indusiry in orler to stop the oec-
tonus from grabbing big prices from people
whe wanted timber? On the contrary, the
price of fruit eases went up 50 per cent. as
seon as the Government entered into the saw-
milling business, and it has never come dowm.

Hon. T. Moore: Are the other people sup-
plring ecases at a lower rate?



